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 Every year ABWA 

Executive Director 

Rene’ Street and 

the National Board 

hold three regional 

meetings where 

ABWA members 

come together to forge new friendships, gain valua-

ble business skills and build knowledge about the or-

ganization. 

    The Central Regional Conference was held in Ann 

Arbor, Michigan on April 19-21.  This conference 

draws members from District 3 and District 5.  The 

presiding officers are the National President and 

District Vice Presidents from the sponsoring dis    

tricts. 
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Raintree Rambler 
Raintree Chapter  

New Castle, IN  
 

A League of the  

American Business  

Women’s Association 

National board members in 

attendance: Marcia Green 

(District V VP), National VP 

Julie Burch, National Presi-

dent Sonja Ogletree Satani, 

District III VP Cheryl 

Scott, District VI Karen Oli-

ver, and National Sec.-

Treas. Felicia Johnson. 

Special thanks to Raintree 

Chapter for providing funds 

for President Elaine Study, 

Secretary Peggy Miller and 

Treasurer Shirley New to 

attend the Central Regional 

Conference!!!  This is their 

report back to Raintree. 
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    Raintree officers Peggy, 
Elaine and Shirley were able 
to attend this conference.  
(Vice President Renae Gawith 
spent her Thursday evening 
conducting the monthly 
Raintree Chapter meeting.  
Thanks for filling in for the 
president, Renae!!) 
   Bur Oak member Karen 
Johnson drove over to 
Shirley’s house so she could 
join us on the trip to Michi-
gan.  We met Women of Mag-
nitude member Michelle Crone in Fort 
Wayne and she joined our caravan to 
Weber’s Inn, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

Look what welcomes guests to Weber’s 
Inn!!  Karen, Elaine and Shirley agree 
that Peggy has a way with animals!! 

   Executive Director Rene’ Street 
opened the Conference at 3 pm 
with introduction of the presiding 
board members including President 
Dr. Sonja Ogletree Satani, Dis-
trict III Vice President Cheryl 
Scott and District V Vice Presi-
dent Marcia Green. 

   She also introduced the National 
Officers in attendance, any past 
officers, ABWA Top Ten and AB-
WA Business Woman of the Year. 

   There were four ladies who vol-
unteered to work at this confer-
ence.  They were also introduced 
and thanked for their help.  Karen 
Johnson was one of those recog-
nized.  

  Members of the Inner Circle 
were invited to stand.  Once you 
have sponsored 11 members, you  
become a member of the Inner 
Circle.  Shirley New, Peggy Miller 
and Michelle Crone are members 
of this special group.  

Raintree Rambler 

Thursday’s reporT  

By Elaine Study 
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Peggy Miller, Karen Johnson, Elaine Study and 
Shirley New made the trip to Central Regional 
Conference, Ann Arbor, Michigan.    

Executive Director Rene’ Street and 
President Dr. Sonja Ogletree Satani 
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   Members also heard the DVP candidates’ 3 mi-
nute speeches.  Kathy McBride is the District 3 
Vice President candidate.  District 5 has 2 can-
didates:  Marilyn Lash, Michigan, and Janet 
Greer, Indianapolis. 

   Attendees could speak to each candidate af-
terwards and discuss any issues with them.  
Elections will be held at the National Conference 
in August, Georgia, October 10-13. 

   The educational component for Thursday even-
ing was discussing features of the Stephen Buf-
ton Memorial Educational Fund conducted by 
Rene’ Street. 

    SBMEF was established in 1953 in memory of 
Stephen Bufton, the son of Hilary &  Ruth Buf-
ton. (Hilary was the original ABWA Executive 
Director.)  That makes 2018 the 65th anniver-
sary of the Educational Fund!! 

   Since its inception, SBMEF has awarded more 
than $17 million in scholarships to  more than 
17,000 women. 

   The Board of Trustees for the Stephen Buf-
ton Memorial Educational Fund are the National 
ABWA officers. 

  Learn more about SBMEF at www.sbmef.org 
and “Like” the Facebook page: “Stephen Bufton 
Memorial Educational Fund-ABWA.”   Infor-
mation can also be found in the “Resources” sec-
tion of the Community Connections website. 

Raintree Rambler 

Thursday’s reporT (con’T.)  

By Elaine Study 
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DVP candidates Marilyn 
Lash, above, and Janet 
Greer, below 

District V Vice Presi-
dent Marcia Green 

   Rene’ reviewed the 4 types of scholarships: 
National Scholarship, Business Skills Tuition Re-
imbursement, Outright Grant & Impact Scholar-
ship.  General policies: applicants must be fe-
male, U.S. citizens & attending a U.S. institution.  

   Since a new SBMEF website will go live in 
Sept. there will be no Outright Grant awarded in 
2018-19 to pay for upgrades. 

   A major concern is keeping the fund alive.  You 
can contribute by monthly contributions, on Giv-
ing Tuesday, online at sbmef.org, at the ABWA 
store www.abwa.org & when you pay your dues. 
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Women of Magnitude 
members:  Shirley New, 
Leigh Roberson, Michelle 
Crone 
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Right:  Raintree members 
Shirley New, Peggy Miller, 
Elaine Study   

Indpls Charter Chapter 
members: Cheryl Cramer, 
Tracy Sweet, Deb deKater, 
Cyd Rice, Paula Clutter, Ja-
net Greer. 

Back: Carol King, Susie Mari-
utto, Andrea Moore  

Thursday’s reporT (con’T)  

By Elaine Study 

Collections for 
SBMEF were taken 
at all 3 regionals.  
$3000 was collect-
ed at this region-
al—more than the 
other 2 and we had 
the smallest number 
of attendees!! 

  WAY TO GO  

DISTRICTS 3 AND 
5!!!!!!!! 
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   WE DID IT!  We can’t believe we 
did it!! Shirley New was actually 
surprised as we celebrated her 
70th birthday at Regional Confer-
ence. 

   Michelle Crone, Peggy Miller, Ka-
ren Johnson & Elaine Study put the 
plan into motion.  We knew we 
wanted to celebrate because at 
last year’s regional Shirley’s 70th 
and Gail Frahm’s 50th birthdays 
were discussed. 

   Attending members of Cardinal 
Crossroads Council were sworn to 
secrecy. 
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Surprise birthday party a success!!! 

By Elaine STudy 

   Shirley New, 70, and Gail 
Frahm, 50, enjoy their sur-
prise birthday celebration.  
Members of Cardinal Cross-
roads Council and Cass River 
Charter Chapter joined in the 
festivities. 

   Kim Hamilton took care of 
inviting Gail’s Michigan chap-
ter. 

   The place and time were 
set.  Schedules unexpectedly 
got changed, but our ABWA 
training kicked in and we were 
flexible and persevered. 

MISSION  

ACCOMPLISHED!! 

Pictures submitted by Elaine Study 
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    Although new to many of the Raintree 
members, I am a long-time ABWA member  
having been in National Trails Chapter for 
two years and the Bur Oak Chapter for 21 
years.  I reside in Huber Heights, OH 
(just north of Dayton, and just off of I-
70).  Since my chapter disbanded in May, 
I am going to transfer my membership to 
Raintree.   

Raintree Rambler 

Being on the conference team 

By Karen Johnson 

Special Edition 2018 | Vol. 54 Issue 11 

National Board Officers, left, Karen Oliver, 
Felicia Johnson & Julie Burch pose with 
Sharon, Karen and Mary. 

Volunteers Meghan Johnson, Mary Cec-

canese, Sharon Walker, Karen Johnson 

    For the past several years, it has been my 
pleasure to travel with your group to Regional 
Conferences and National Women’s  Leadership 
Conferences.  Elaine asked me to tell you all a 
little bit about being on the Regional and Na-
tional Conference Teams. 

Since Betty Burns from National was not on
-site this year, she did a lot of prep work  
through emails and conference calls to get 
things in place and instructed us on how to 
keep things moving.   

When on a Conference Team, you need to 
arrive earlier than the magazine lists the 
starting time.  You have to wear black skirt or 
pants, & a white buttoned top with collar.  You 
have to wear this at all times when you “are on 
schedule to work.”  At the Regional Confer-
ence, we could change into street clothes to go 
out to eat with our friends.  However, at Na-
tional because of events in the evening, and the 
fact that for the most part we had a special 
seating area, we were required to stay “in uni-
form” for those times as well. 

One of our first jobs was to open up the 
boxes that contained the list of registrants, 
notebooks, badges, and wrist bands.  We divid-
ed into two areas (depending on the first let-
ter of your last name).  We made sure regis-
tration materials were ready to distribute and 
each registrant “signed in” and received their  

seminar packet. 

It was our duty to keep the doors to 
each event closed until the appointed time, 
and then make sure each gal entering had 
her wrist band on.  We helped distribute 
pass outs to the group.  One day we helped 
to clean up the room and re-set for the 
next morning.   

At the National event, it is a little more 
hectic with more attendees.  There are 
also more committees to serve on. 

Working is a great way to meet new 
members and network.  There is a small 
perk also in that you get a discount off of 
your early registration.  

If you would be interested in working, 
contact Betty Burns at ABWA National 
Headquarters soon. 
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Lorinda Lewis takes a question from 
an ABWA attendee. 

   Friday’s Speaker was Lorinda 
Lewis. Lorinda has been a speaker 
for ABWA conference several 
times. She loves to facilitate learn-
ing and “to challenge thinking so 
that learning happens”.  

   Lorinda uses techniques that cre-
ate a comfortable climate for the 
participants resulting in interaction 
and experimental learning. 

   Lorinda’s topic for the seminar 
was ‘Effectively Engaging & Em-
powering Volunteers’.  

   There are three essential ingre-
dients in helping your volunteers 
flourish:  

1. mutual trust 

2. high levels for respect 

3. excellent communication. 

Raintree Rambler 

friday’s reporT  

By Peggy Miller 
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Lorinda’s discussion about the DISC 
profile was very enlightening. 

      You and your volunteers should 
know the vision of the organization. 
Share the mission and objectives or 
goals. Be specific, track and follow-
up.  

   Always allow your volunteers to ask 
questions so that they are clear with 
their responsibilities and define 
what you expect the end result to 
be. 

   It is always good to ‘know’ your vol-
unteers. Know what their knowledge 
and skills are so that you may place 
them in the best position to obtain 
the best results.  

   Be sure that your volunteers have 
all the tools they need to complete 
the project. Give feedback; ask for 
feedback. Praise as you go along; give 
praise at the end of the project. 
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   Michigan ABWA locals put a twist on the traditional confer-
ence networking meal.  This year there were multiple dinner 
locations to choose from.  Attendees reserved their restau-
rants beforehand. 

   The idea was to have a more intimate setting than 40-50 
trying to squeeze into a special room and patiently wait while 
food is ordered and prepared. 
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Friday evening time together 

By Elaine 

STudy 

   Zingerman’s Roadhouse hosted by Julie Sullivan 

   Weber’s Inn hosted by Michelle Crone 

Real Seafood Restaurant hosted by Shirley New 
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Executive Director 
Rene’ Street explains 
how to grow your 
league to members of 
the Central Regional 
Conference. 

   Both sessions on Saturday cov-
ered “Ready Set – Grow! How to 
Sell ABWA and Grow Your 
League”.  Both sessions were led 
by Rene’ Street, ABWA Executive 
Director.   

   During these sessions we found 
out why membership recruitment & 
growth should always be a first pri-
ority for the league, knowing bet-
ter how to articulate the benefits/
value of ABWA membership & what 
tools are out there to us create a 
strong & vital community. 

   First off, membership matters 
because more members mean more 
volunteers, more volunteers mean 
more revenue, more revenue means 
more opportunity to connect, learn 
& grow & more opportunity to con-
nect, learn & grow create a center 
of transformation for women in our 
community. 

   Rene’ gave us ways in which we 
could keep track of our member-
ship’s growth and vitality.   

   To help us in our growth we 
should know the relationship value, 
the cost value & the innovation val-
ue of ABWA and our league.  

   By defining these values members 
will:  

• have a common understanding 
and agreement on the “value”  

Raintree Rambler 

saTurday’s reporT  

By Shirley New 
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an ABWA membership can pro-
vide your target members & fu-
ture members 

• be able to define the content, 
connection & delivery aspects of 
your product &/or service offer-
ings 

• identify who your next likely 
target customers might be. 

   If our product & service does 
something that no one else does then 
it has innovation value.  If our prod-
uct or service is the least expensive 
for what it provides, or even a good 
bargain, then, it may have a cost val-
ue.  If the experience of getting 
your product or service is superior, & 
customers trust that products or 
services will be available when need-
ed, it may be relationship value. 

   The member interest survey is a 
good tool to use & get started to 
find out the members needs & inter-
est. This will also help you define 
your target members & future mem-
bers.  It is all members’ responsibil-
ity to help your league to grow 
strength and vitality. 

   This was an excellent session that 
I wish all members could have at-
tended.  Overall it was an excellent 
conference that had great infor-
mation for all members & their 
leagues.   
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   Many attendees began their trip back home at the close of the Satur-
day session.  Since we had decided to leave first thing Sunday morning, we 
asked Ann Arbor resident Dianne Nixon to take us to one of her favorite 
restaurants. (Can you tell we spend a lot of time eating???) 

  Other Indiana members joined us for another friend filled evening. 
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saturday evening  

By Elaine STudy 

Shirley New & Karen Johnson 

Peggy Miller & Sandy Ward 

Carol King & Dianne Nixon 

Elaine Study & Susan Stout 

Tracy Sweet & Paula Clutter 

   Debbie deKater & Sherry Blankenship 
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   District V consists of two councils: Cardinal Crossroads Council 
made up of ABWA members from Indiana & Ohio and the Eastern 
Michigan Council composed of Michigan members. 
   Below are members from both chapters who attended the Cen-
tral Regional Conference, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
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District v councils 

Front: Leigh Roberson, Karen Johnson, Elaine Study, Andrea Moore, 
Sandy Ward, Peggy Miller, Janet Greer, Susan Stout 
Middle: Cheryl Cramer, Tracy Sweet, Debbie deKater, Cyd Rice, 
Sherry Blankenship, Joanne Fishburn 
Back: Carol King, Susie Mariutto, Paula Clutter, Michelle Crone, 
Shirley New 

   Members of the Eastern Michigan Council 


