
1 

Raintree Rambler DECEMBER  2019 | Vol. 56 Issue 05 

 

Raintree Members, 
 
Ted Baker was an 
excellent speaker for us 
in November.  December 
should prove to be 

another good month.  We will have reports 
on National Conference from those that 
attended.   

 

We also are going to wrap the gifts we 
got for the residents of Addison House.  I 
feel we can get into the Christmas giving 
spirit the right way by, as a group, putting 
the finishing touches on the gifts before 
they are delivered.  Thank you to all that 
participated.  Remember, bring the gifts you 
bought unwrapped to the meeting.  If you 
were unable to purchase a gift, don’t worry, 
you are going to help us also by wrapping.  

 

The candy and nut sales were wonderful.  

Thank you to all that participated in this 
also.      I am sure that Renae will have a 
report on the profits that were made with 
this event.  I have heard it is a good figure.  

 

We have agreed to participate with the 
Forks of Wabash and Women of Magnitude 
Express Network on the Make, Bake or 
Buy  Auction Fundraiser.  There should be 
sign-up sheets for committees. We want to 
have at least one person from each chapter 
on a committee so that person can report 
anything that is needed for that committee.  
I know this is not until 
November 7, 2020, at the 
Fort Wayne Parkview 
Field Banquet Room, 
but that date will get 
here before we know it.  
Planning well will make 
for a successful event . 
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A League of the American  

Business Women’s Association 

MISSION STATEMENT: The mission of the American  Business Women’s 
Association is to bring together business women of diverse occupations and to   
provide opportunities for them to help themselves and others grow personally  
and professionally through leadership, education, networking support, and national recognition. 
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RAINTREE CHAPTER  

#4058 

 

STAY CONNECTED VIA SOCIAL MEDIA . . . 
 
… Raintree’s website is http://abwa-raintree.com  
 
... Facebook (like & join)                                       ABWA - Raintree Chapter  

\ 

DECEMBER MEETING:  Thursday, December 19, 2019 
 
WHERE:  REMC Building, 3400 South State Road 3,  
                 New Castle, IN 47362 
 
WHEN:    6:00   Check-in & Networking 
                6:30   Dinner & Business Meeting 
 
CONTACT:   Jackie Brayton @ ljbrayton76@aol.com 
                     or phone 765-524-4371 no later  than Sunday night,  
                     December 15th.  
 
PROGRAM:   Reports from 2019 NWLC 
 
BRING:     *  $11 for Dinner (correct change or check pr eferred) 
 
      * Items for our three adoptees at Addison Hou se 
 
      * Items for Nursing Home Bingo games 

 
     * BRING A GUEST -  let your friends and family come  
                 and find out what we’re all about! ! 
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For more information about  
Raintree Chapter , contact   
Presiden t Shirley New  at: 
  
 wcsanew@hrtc.net    
 
 or visit our  website at . . . 
 
 http://abwa-Raintree.com  

 

  
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE continued 
 
 
We also will be voting at the December    

meeting on what charges should be for members 
and guests to  attend our meetings (eating or not).   
We need to cover cost of the speaker’s meal and 
guests to which we       furnish their first meetin g 
meal. There has been some suggestions, and we    
will take more from the floor before we vote.      
Please be thinking about this.  

We need your help to grow our chapter and 
reach our goals for this coming year .  Growth is 
new ideas and more networking for all.  

I challenge all members to bring at least 
one guest to each meeting .   

We cannot grow if you do not ask them to come.  
Remember, we are going to pay for the meal 
of a first-time guest who is a potential      
member.  Also, remember, once a guest attends  
and they join before the next scheduled meeting,  
they will get ½ off their local dues (or $12.00 ) o r    
prorated based on the month they join.   
 

 

Hope to see all of you at the December 
meeting. 
 

Unleash Your Brilliance in ABWA . 
 

    In ABWA love, 
 

      Shirley 
    Shirley New, Chapter President   
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RAINTREE 

CHAPTER 
 
 

MARY CORDLE 

Raintree Secretary 
   

  NOVEMBER 21, 2019 
  MEETING MINUTES 
 

  HENRY CO. REMC BUILDING 
  New Castle, IN 

 

Officers Present:     Shirley New, Mary Cordle, and Peggy Miller 
 

Members Present :   Maggie Beckner, Jackie Brayton, Rose Elliott, Renae 
Gawith, Pauline Hasty, Karen Johnson, Janet Johnson, Dawn Pokorny, 
Elaine Study, Marilyn Upchurch, and Sharon Woodruff.   
 

Speaker & Guests:  Ted Baker (speaker);  Donna Collins, Kourtney Harve, and Louise Thompson 

The meeting was called to order at 6:15 pm    
by President Shirley New.  Present were 14 
members and 4 guests. 
Invocation and Pledge were led by Sharon 
Woodruff 
Networking  was to introduce yourself and tell 
about a favorite Thanksgiving tradition.    
Program:  Ted Baker of the Muncie Innovation 
Connector spoke on services he offers to small 
businesses including finances, record keeping, 
getting a loan, marking, branding and computer 
skills.    He encouraged us to be intentional in 
what you do with a clear mind set.    He also   
encourages us during this holiday season to be 
intentional with acts of kindness.  It doesn’t take 
much to make a difference.                                
Business Meeting:   Secretary report approved 
as written.  Treasurer report was submitted for 
audit.                                                               
New Business:   Make, Bake, or Buy Auction 
was introduced as a fundraiser for next year.  It 
will be on November 7, 2020 (in the next chapter 
year).  This is a combined event with two other 
chapters – Forks of the Wabash and Women of 
Magnitude.    Planning will begin in January.   

 

 Budget change:  National was originally $1000 
and is now $1240.  Regional was originally $600 
and is now $360.  The bottom dollar did not 
change.                                                          
Committee sign up sheet was passed around.  
Trophy Nut products (candy and nuts) will be 
delivered at the December 7th,  CCC Christmas 
Party.                                                               
Monies from Cheryl’s campaign :  Mary Cordle 
made a motion that if Cheryl Blair runs next year  
monies from the DVP campaign will stay in the 
account for the next campaign or be used to help 
with current DVP expenses.  Renae Gawith sec-
onded the motion.  Motion passed.                                            
Renae informed that there were still 54 small and 
9 large baskets left from fruit sales .  Discus-
sion on what to do with them included Make, 
Bake, or Buy next year or nursing home gifts. 
Discussion on sponsoring a needy person or 
family for Christmas.  Janet Johnson made a 
motion that we sponsor a resident(s) in a nursing 
home who have no family.  Karen Johnson    
seconded the motion.  Motion passed.          
CCC – A new delegate as well as one of the 
alternates for the Cardinal Crossroad Council 
will be needed starting in January.   
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TROPHY NUT FUNDRAISER 
Renae Gawith, Fundraising Chair 
 
 

     Ladies, 

    I would like to thank all of you for helping this year with 
    our recent Fundraising project.   We showed great    
    team work in order to get it done.  
 

Our Trophy Nut Sales (nuts and candy) concluded with a profit this year of 
$1315.50. Way to go!  
 
Our next fundraiser coming up in 2020 is the Indy 500, which will be on 
May 24, 2020. Please mark your calendars and please volunteer. It is not 
really hard work, and it is fun to be with our fellow members. 

Member Updates and Announcements   
 
 Donation – Mary Cordle,  $29 
 
NOVEMBER  BIRTHDAY  
 

PEGGY MILLER - 11-4  
 
NOVEMBER ABWA ANNIVERSARY  
 

DAWN POKORNY  
November 2nd - 2 years 
 
MELBA McKNIGHT 
November 18th - 49 years 
 
NEXT MEETING:   Thursday, December 19, 
2019, at the Henry Co. REMC building. 
 
 The Benediction was led by Mary Cordle. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 8:22 pm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Respectfully submitted,  
  

  Mary 
 
 
  MARY CORDLE  
  Chapter Secretary 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

DECEMBER 
 

• December 16  Tax Filing Deadline for     
                   Chapter (send copy to ABWA Nat’l ) 
• December 19  Raintree Mtg & Christmas Party     
    6:00 Networking,  
                              6:30  Dinner & Meetin g   
                              Henry Co. REMC Bldg, New Castle 
 

JANUARY  
 

• January 16     Raintree Meeting - 6:00 Networking,  
                             6:30  Dinner & Meeting    
                             Henry Co. REMC Bldg, N ew Castle 
• January 25  Cardinal Crossroad Council Mtg 
   @ Henry Co. REMC Bldg, New Castle 
• January 31      Last day to send contribution and 
                              criteria to Nat’l if awarding an 
                              Impact Scholarship (M ay 2020) 

 
 
MARCH  6-8, 2020 -  Winter Warm-up XX: “The Best of ,”  Tustin, Michigan 

 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAY  
 

DAWN POKORNY - December 18 
 

  
 

 
 
 

NO DECEMBER ABWA ANNIVERSARIES 
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OUR BUSINESS CARD SPONSORS -  (If you may need any of 
these services, please consider contacting our spon sors.) 

FULL OR EMPTY 
 

HOW DOES YOUR  
GAUGE READ? 
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Shirley New  
Raintree Chapter  

President 
 

Karen Johnson 
 Newsletter Editor 

Phone:  937-671-4026 
Email:  ksj848@aol.com 

 

 

Visit us online at  
http://abwa-raintree.com 

 
 

         Like us on Facebook at:   
            ABWA – Raintree Chapter  

    ABWA’s Proud Code of Conduct  
•  All members will serve as goodwill ambassadors for the    

     American Business Women’s Association.  

•  Members will not allow their personal beliefs and convictions  

     to interfere with the representation of ABWA’s mission.  

•  Members will always treat their member colleagues, guests,  

      vendors and sponsors with honesty, respect, fairness,  
       integrity, responsibility, kindness, and in good faith.  

•  Members will maintain compliance with ABWA National,  

     Chapter and Express Network Bylaws.  

• Members will not use their personal power to advance their 

personal interests.  

• Members will strive for excellence in their professions by 

maintaining and enhancing their own business knowledge and 
skills, and by encouraging the professional development of other 

 

ABWA Core Values  
 

 1.  Giving Members a Voice 

 2.  Treat People with Dignity  

      (Proud Code of Conduct) 

 3.  Lifelong Learning 

 4.  Focus on creating Value for members 

 5.  Achievement 

 6.  Visionary Leadership 

 7.  Focus on the Future 

 8.  Focus on Results 

 9.  Manage by Fact 

10. Management for Innovation 

ABWA RAINTREE CHAPTER 

VISION STATEMENT - 2018-19 

Raintree Chapter offers opportunities to support our members and the women of 
our community by helping them grow personally and professionally through 
leadership, networking, education, recognition, and community enrichment. 

Raintree Chapter 


