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Raintree Members, 
 

 We are so fortunate 
to have our own District V 
Vice President in our 

league.  Cheryl did an excellent job talking 
about Destination DVP at the January 
meeting.  She explained steps she took and 
you would need to take to become a DVP. 
She explained her process of putting a team 
together to help and the things that helped 
her reach her goal.  She also explained it is 
a real leadership journey that all should 
think about doing.  She is a real inspiration 
to everyone.  If you even think you want to 
do it, you can. Thank you, Cheryl, for an 
excellent program. 

 Regional Conference in Louisville, 

Kentucky is coming up in March, and our 
own Cheryl Blair will be Co-Presiding Officer 
over it.  This would be an excellent one for 
you to attend if possible.  

 There is a District V DVP Event on July 
11th in Ann Arbor, Michigan.  Please think 
about attending this as they will be honoring 
our own, Cheryl Blair there.  It would be 
great to see as many members from 
Raintree there as possible. 

 Also, please consider going to Colorado 
in October for the National Leadership 
Conference.  If Cheryl becomes an 
approved candidate, we would love to have 
as many of you there as possible to help 
support her.   Wendy Wilker made a 
suggestion that we have a special 
fundraiser to help members with some of 
the cost of attending,     continued on page 4 
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Raintree Rambler 
Raintree Chapter #4058 

New Castle, IN  
A League of the American  

Business Women’s Association 
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������������	�	�� : The mission of the American  Business Women’s As-
sociation is to bring together business women of diverse occupations and to   
provide opportunities for them to help themselves and others grow personally  
and professionally through leadership, education, networking support, and na-
tional recognition. 
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STAY CONNECTED VIA SOCIAL MEDIA . . . 
 
… Raintree’s website is http://abwa-raintree.com  
 
... Facebook (like & join)                                       ABWA - Raintree Chapter  

\ 

FEBRUARY MEETING:  Thursday, February 20, 2020 
 
WHERE:  IVY TECH Building, State Road 3, New Castle, IN 473 62  
(if traveling south it will be on your right, acros s the street from 
REMC) 
 
WHEN:    6:00   Check-in & Networking 
                6:30   Dinner & Business Meeting 
 
CONTACT:   Jackie Brayton @ ljbrayton76@aol.com 
                     or phone 765-524-4371 no later  than Sunday night,  
                     February 16, 2020.  
 
PROGRAM:   CREDIT - The Good, the Bad, the Ugly!! (see pag e 3) 
 
BRING:     *  $15 for Dinner & Etc. (correct change or c heck preferred) 
         If not eating, you will have a fee of $5 t o pay for Etc. 
 
      * Items for Nursing Home Bingo games 

 

     * BRING A GUEST -  let your friends and family come  
                 and find out what we’re all about! ! 



3 

Raintree Rambler FEBRUARY  2020| Vol. 56 Issue 07 
 

KRISTINA HEATH 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE continued 
 
 

Please think about this and let the Board know if this 
would help to make your decision to attend the confer-
ence. 

 I contacted Ivy Tech and let them know that we plan 
to attend most of our meetings there and  reserved the 
dates.  We are going into the bigger room to give us 
more space.  As you enter the front doors you will go to 
the left instead down the hallway as in January.  I think 
the room will be better for us.  They said that we could 
move the tables around anyway we wanted as long as 
we put them back before we leave.    

 February is the month we vote on the Woman of the 
Year members that qualify to narrow the group to three 
candidates to take to outside judges.  If there are more 
than 3 members who qualify for Top Ten, we will be 
voting on those also to narrow them down to take to 
outside judges.  The winners will be named at the 
March meeting.  I want to congratulate Elaine Study on 
being our Top Ten Nominee this last year and Cheryl 
Blair for being our Woman of the Year.  They both were 
excellent representatives for Raintree Chapter, and we 
are very proud of them. 
  We need your help to grow our chapter and reach 
our goals for this coming year.  Growth is new ideas 
and more networking for all.  I challenge all members to 
bring at least one guest to each meeting.  We cannot 
grow if you do not ask them to come.  Remember, we 
are going to pay for the meal of a first-time guest who is 
a potential member.  Also, remember, once a guest at-
tends, and they join before the next scheduled meeting, 
they will get ½ off their local dues ($12.00) or prorated 
based on the month they join.  
 

Hope to see all of you at the February Meeting!! . 
 

Rise to the Challenge in the American Business 
Women’s Association . 
 

In ABWA Love, 
 

������� �
 

SHIRLEY NEW, Raintree Chapter President  
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Raintree Secretary 
   

   
  JANUARY 16, 2020 
  MEETING MINUTES 
 

   IVY TECH 
   New Castle, IN 
 

    
 

Officers Present:  Shirley New, Cheryl Blair, Mary Cordle, and Peggy Miller    
 

Members Present :   Maggie Beckner, Jackie Brayton, Rose Elliott, Renae Gawith, Pauline Hasty, 
Janet Johnson, Dawn Pokorny, Elaine Study, and Sharon Woodruff.  
 

Guests:  Lois Cook (guest of Shirley New) and Donna Collins (guest of Rose Elliott) 

The meeting was called to order at 6:16 
pm by President Shirley New.  Present were 
13 members and two guests. 

Invocation and Pledge were led by Janet 
Johnson.  

Cheryl Blair led networking.  She gave out 
a small compass and asked each lady where 
they would travel if they could.     

Mary Cordle with Berkshire Hathaway 
Home Services was the sponsor.  She spoke 
for 10 minutes about her love of everything 
real estate and gave away a 2020 calendar, 
coaster and pen.   
 Program  
Destination DVP -  Cheryl Blair shared her 
journey to being selected as District V Vice 
President.   
 Old Business  

· The December Secretary’s Report was 
approved as printed in newsletter.  

· The December Treasurer’s report was   
     accepted and will be filed for audit.     

· There was a question concerning a re-
turned check fee of $12.  The fee should 
be reimbursed from the party who had de-
linquent funds����

New Business  
 Cheryl Blair has an interest in moving 

up the ladder in ABWA.  Peggy Miller moved 
we agree to support Cheryl’s endeavor to 
move on to the National Secretary/Treasurer 
position later this year.  Motion was sec-
onded by Mary Cordle.  A ballot vote was 
taken, and motion carried unanimously.   

Renae Gawith honored our members 
who are nurses for National Nurse’s Month.  
Dawn Pokorny was honored.  

A vote to decide our future meeting loca-
tion was taken.  The choices were REMC, Ivy 
Tech, or a new location.   Ivy Tech won and 
will be our new meeting location.     

New CCC Delegate is Renae Gawith.   
1st alternate is Jackie Brayton.  2nd alternate 
is Peggy Miller.  Thanks to Mary Cordle for 
serving as our delegate the past 3 years!   

Renae Gawith, our Cardinal Council 
Delegate, reminded us of the upcoming 
Council  meeting on January 25th.   

Elaine Study brought her certificate from 
Park University that she earned at the 2019 
NWLC.   
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS  
 

Renae Gawith  
 February 9th 

 
ABWA ANNIVERSARIES  
Peggy Miller - 2/1/16  
            4 years 
 

Marilyn Upchurch - 2/1/19  
            1 year 

Make, Bake, or Buy will be in November 7th 
in Ft. Wayne.  Each member should start 
purchasing clearance items that would go 
into baskets for this event.   

We will hold a Social Event on March 5th at 
Café Royal, New Castle.  

Member Updates and Announcements  

Donation  – Mary Cordle $28 

January Birthdays: 

    Nancy Brown – January 6 

    Jessica Cartrell – January 24 

Next meeting :  Thursday, February 20, 
2020, at Ivy Tech 

Winter Warm-Up XX  - March 6-8, 2020 - 
Tustin, Michigan 

March meeting : Thursday, March 19, 2020 – 
Ivy Tech 

Central Regional Conference  –  March 26-
28, 2020 – Louisville, Kentucky 

DVP -   July 10-11, 2020 – Ann Arbor,   
Michigan 

Make, Bake, or Buy  – November 7, 2020 -  
Ft Wayne, Indiana 

The Benediction was led Peggy Miller 

The meeting adjourned at 8:06 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

� � � �
� � 	
�� �
 

MARY CORDLE, Chapter Secretary 
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REGIONAL CONFERENCE - March 26-28, 2020 
Louisville, Kentucky  - The Brown Hotel - an easy drive, no 
plane required - looking for a good percentage of m embers to par-
ticipate.  Early registration pricing until Februar y 19th.  Get this on 
your calendar and start making your plans. 
 

HATS OFF TO YOU!! 
 

A SPECIAL CONTEST FOR  
ATTENDEES OF THE ABWA CENTRAL REGIONAL 
CONFERENCE!! 
 
We are bringing in the official milliner of the     
Kentucky Derby, JENNY PFANENSTIEL, to give a 
presentation on making show-stopping hats worn 
At famed horse races and Hollywood events by 
socialites, entertainers, and Washington, D.C.      
influencers. 
 
 

Hat blocks, rope, elastic, wool, wire, and hammers are just a few of 
The tools that Jenny uses to coax wool, straw, crin oline, and  
Embellishments into her creations. 
 
During the Thursday evening reception, ABWA members  will be   
modeling some of Jenny’s creations.  Plan to attend  this unique 
event, and bring your own festive hat to wear!! 

 

ENTER A CONTEST TO WIN ONE OF JENNY’S CREATIONS!!  
 
You will be automatically  entered into a contest to win a special,  
custom-made hat when you have a paid in-full regist ration by 
February 27, 2020.  
 
The winner will work with Jenny to create a customi zed hat just  
 for her.  The winner will be announced, and the ha t will be  
 awarded Thursday, March 26th, during the Opening R eception. 
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 RENAE GAWITH 
 
  RAINTREE DELEGATE TO THE 
  CARDINAL CROSSROADS COUNCIL 
 
   Here is an article regarding the CCC January 
   meeting for those who were not able to attend. 
 

RAINTREE MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE :  Cheryl Blair, Mary Cordle, 
Rose Elliott, Donna Collins (future member), Renae Gawith, Karen John-
son, Peggy Miller, Shirley New, Elaine Study, and Wendy Wilker. 

Cardinal Crossroads Council met on Satur-
day, January 25th.  We were welcomed by 
our Outgoing President, Janet Greer, who 
also led us in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
Once again Dawn Pokorny provided a     
delicious breakfast, followed by our 
speaker, Stephanie Wright speaking on 
“Oh, no you don’t!!  Building up Immunity 
from the Inside Out!” 

Our DV DVP (and local gal) Cheryl Blair     
installed our new officers.  We said goodbye 
to the Outgoing President Janet Greer and 
welcomed the incoming officers:  Vicki Pear-
son (Forks of the Wabash) as President, our 
own Karen Johnson as Vice President, as 
well as our own Shirley New as Secretary, 
and Andrea Moore (Indianapolis) as Treas-
urer. 

The October Minutes were approved as 
printed in the newsletter.  The Financial   
Report was approved; the 2019 Audit   
Committee will report at our next meeting.  
The Budget for 2020 was reviewed as    
prepared by Shirley New.  Per discussion of 
the group, we will be increasing the meals 
to $12 this year ($5 for non-meal members 

as this also helps cover other expenses).  
Council Chapter dues of $30 will remain the 
same for this year.   (As a side, Monument 
Star member Joanne Fishburn wrote CCC a 
check for $200 to cover the REMC Building 
room charge for 2020; a big Thank You to 
Joanne!!  

We voted on the new Standing Rules for 
Council. Thank you to our own Elaine Study 
and her team for doing a great job.    We 
also passed to continue to honor the 
ABWA’S Proud Code of Conduct. 

Council chapters were allowed to report on 
their groups.  Fork of the Wabash re-
minded members of their up coming Break-
fast and Sam Glenn event on April 18th.  
They are looking for business sponsors to 
help with the costs.  Sam will provide some 
pictures, and make a donation to charity.  I 
reported that we adopted 3 people at  
a local nursing home, and explained we are 
doing this all year.  Indianapolis  - still sell-
ing Cards for a Cause and Cards for Car 
Wash; on Tuesday, January 28th they are 
going to have a New Member Orientation 
via video (about 1/2 hour).     
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Monument Star - Mary Pfender sent her thanks 
for the food pantry items collected at our Christ-
mas Party, they went to her church’s food pantry. 
Polaris  - nothing new at this time.  Raintree  - I 
told them about the three people from the nursing 
home that we adopted at Christmas time (and will 
continue through the year until next year when we 
adopt from another nursing home).  I also reported 
we will be doing the Indy 500 again this year as far 
as we know now.  Women of Magnitude (by 
Shirley New) - Will be announcing their  Protégé, 
Woman of the Year, and Top Ten very soon; plan-
ning a “fun” event; they now have 50 members!! 

Our new President Vicki Pearson asked for volun-
teers to help with hospitality (filled by Raintree 
member Peggy Miller), Newsletter Chair (filled by 
Indy’s Cheryl Cramer), and Professional Develop-
ment Chair (they still need that one).  There are 
still chairs needed for Summer Sizzler, but Paula   
Clutter will be handling that upon her return from 
her cruise.  

We were reminded of some upcoming events that 
you should have on your calendar:                                           

 *  Regional Conference (Louisville),                    
March 26-28, 2020  

 * Next CCC Council Meeting (New Castle, IN), 
April 25, 2020  

 * District V DVP Event (Ann Arbor, MI),                 
July 10-11, 2020   

Thank you for allowing me to be your voice at the 
council meetings. 

RENAE GAWITH                                               
Delegate for Raintree Chapter 
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ANNIVERSARY 

Dawn  
Pokorny 

Sharon 
Woodruff 

Rose 
Elliott 

Karen 
Johnson 

SHIRLEY 

ASSOCIATES 
NIGHT 

Janet  
Johnson 

Sharon 
Woodruff 

Rose  
Elliott 

 SHIRLEY 

AUDIT Sharon 
Woodruff 

Jackie 
Brayton 

  SHIRLEY 

FUNDRAISING Renae Gawith Karen Johnson Mary Cordle  PEGGY 

MEMBERSHIP Elaine Study Janet Johnson Karen Johnson  MARY 

NEWSLETTER Karen Johnson Nancy Brown   MARY 

NOTIFICATIONS Pauline Hasty Mary Cordle   SHIRLEY 
 

PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT 
& PROGRAMS 

Jackie Brayton Shirley New   CHERYL 

PUBLICITY Jessica Cartrell    MARY 

TOP TEN/ 
WOMAN OF 
YEAR 

Elaine Study 
& 
Cheryl Blair 

Dawn Pokorny Mary Cordle  SHIRLEY  

WEBSITE Wendy Wilker    CHERYL  

WOMEN’S 
SYMPOSIUM 

Marilyn 
Upchurch 

Dawn 
Pokorny 

Jackie 
Brayton 

 SHIRLEY  

COMMITTEE CHAIR MEMBER MEMBER MEMBER BOARD  
MEMBER 

STILL A COUPLE OF COMMITTEES NEEDING MORE MEMBERS. 

LEADING OR PARTICIPATING WILL HELP GROW YOUR LEADER SHIP 
SKILLS. 

Below is the list of Committee Chairs & Members for  this league year (August 
2019 thru July 2020).  Please look at the places wh ere there are blank openings, 
and let Shirley know where she can add your name, h elping to make Raintree 
Chapter successful for this award year.  (If all spaces are filled and you really 
wanted to work on that committee, talk to Shirley -  she may be able to add you.)  



11 

Raintree Rambler FEBRUARY  2020| Vol. 56 Issue 07 

 

 

OUR BUSINESS CARD SPONSORS -  (If you may need any of 
these services, please consider contacting our spon sors.) 

FULL OR EMPTY 
 

HOW DOES YOUR  
GAUGE READ? 
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Shirley New  
Raintree Chapter  

President 
 

Karen Johnson 
 Newsletter Editor 

Phone:  937-671-4026 
Email:  ksj848@aol.com 

 

 

Visit us online at  
http://abwa-raintree.com 

 
 

         Like us on Facebook at:   
            ABWA – Raintree Chapter  

    ABWA’s Proud Code of Conduct  
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