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A League of the American
Business Women’s Association

President’s Corner
SHIRLEY NEW
Chapter President

participate in the Friday night activities and then
head home right after the event on Saturday and get
home in the late evening. Some go up just for the
Saturday event and make it a one-day excursion.

Raintree Members,
What an excellent program
last month by Kristina and
Krista on Credit Scores. I
think everyone went away with valuable information
that was very useful. Kristina was also our Meeting
Sponsor, and we thank her and her company,
Performance Mortgage, for that.

Also, please consider going to Colorado in October
for the National Leadership Conference. Cheryl is
an approved candidate, and we would love to have
as many of you there as possible to help support
her. We voted at the February meeting to use all
the funds from the proceeds of the Indianapolis 500
to help members defray their cost to National. We
hope this will help some to go that may not be able
to attend otherwise.

There is still time to sign up to go to Regional
Conference in Louisville, Kentucky, March 26-28.
Our own Cheryl Blair will be the Co-Presiding
Officer over it. This would be an excellent one for
you to attend if possible.

The Woman of the Year and Top Ten Nominee will
be announced at the March meeting. We will also
be voting on the Nomination Committee at the
March meeting to get a slate of officers for 2020/21
to be voted on at the April meeting.
continued on page 4

There is a District V DVP Event on July 11th in Ann
Arbor, Michigan. Please think about attending this
as they will be honoring our own, Cheryl Blair. It
would be great to see as many members from
Raintree there as possible. A lot of us go up and

MISSION STATEMENT: The mission of the American Business Women’s
Association is to bring together business women of diverse occupations and to
provide opportunities for them to help themselves and others grow personally
and professionally through leadership, education, networking support, and national recognition.
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#4058

MARCH MEETING: Thursday, March 19, 2020
WHERE: IVY TECH Building, State Road 3, New Castle, IN 47362
(if traveling south it will be on your right, across the street from
REMC)
WHEN:

6:00 Check-in & Networking
6:30 Dinner & Business Meeting

CONTACT: Jackie Brayton @ ljbrayton76@aol.com
or phone 765-524-4371 no later than Sunday night,
March 15, 2020.
PROGRAM: CREDIT - The Good, the Bad, the Ugly!! (see page 3)
BRING:

* $15 for Dinner & Etc. (correct change or check preferred)
If not eating, you will have a fee of $5 to pay for Etc.
* Items for Nursing Home Bingo games
* BRING A GUEST - let your friends and family come
and find out what we’re all about!!

STAY CONNECTED VIA SOCIAL MEDIA . . .
… Raintree’s website is http://abwa-raintree.com
... Facebook (like & join)

ABWA - Raintree Chapter
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“Socially Savvy: Making Sense
of Social Media”
THURSDAY, March 19th
Ivy Tech Community College
3325 South Memorial Drive (State Road 3)
New Castle

IN 47362

NETWORKING: 6:00-6:15 pm
DINNER & MEETING: 6:15 pm

CHRISTIE BROWNING
The mission of the American
Business Women’s Association
is to bring together businesswomen of diverse occupations
and to provide opportunities
for them to help themselves and
others grow personally and professionally through leadership,
education, networking support,
and national recognition.

Changing Women’s Lives…
One Woman at a Time
For more information
about Raintree Chapter,
contact President Shirley
New at wcsanew@hrtc.net
or visit our website at
http://abwa-Raintree.
com

Join the Raintree Chapter of the American Business
Woman’s Association on Thursday, March 19th for a networking filled meeting and a presentation by Christie
Browning. Where to post, what to post, when to
post…. That is the question, and that’s not all! Social
media can be overwhelming and all consuming,
especially when we feel it is a necessity to build and
promote our businesses. This month’s presentation
will boil down the confusion and minimize your
overwhelm so you can not only make sense of the
social media craze, you can begin to leverage it
more confidently to grow your business.
Event cost is $15 for members and non-members. Non-eating
member/non-member $5. First time prospective members cost will be
free. Dinner will be served at this meeting. Please RSVP by Sunday, March 15th by 5:00 PM, by phone or email to guarantee your reservation. Seating capacity is limited. Jackie Brayton, phone: 765-524-

4371 or e-mail: Ljbrayton76@aol.com (she accepts text also).

March Meeting Sponsor
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE continued
Even though we have switched to Ivy Tech, we are still looking
for Meeting Sponsors. We need sponsors for April, May, June
and July. If you know anyone that would be willing, please let
one of the Executive Board know. It is $50, and they get a free
meal, talk for 10 minutes about their business, and pass out
anything they would like to. We also will let them advertise in
the newsletter free for the balance of the year once they pay the
sponsorship fees.
Don’t forget your donations for the nursing home bingo games
and those that signed up for birthday gifts for our patients we
adopted. Renae will be reminding everyone that did sign up to
bring your items to the March meeting.
If you have any suggestions on the “On the Road Trip” in July,
please let the Executive Board know.
We need your help to grow our chapter and reach our goals for
this coming year. Growth is new ideas and more networking
for all. I challenge all members to bring at least one guest to
each meeting. We cannot grow if you do not ask them to come.
Remember, we are going to pay for the meal of a first-time
guest that is a potential member. Also, remember, once a
guest attends and they join before the next scheduled meeting,
they will get ½ off their local dues ($12.00) or prorated based on
the month they join.

Hope to see all of you at the March Meeting!!.

Rise to the Challenge
In the
American Business Women’s Association.
In ABWA Love,

SHIRLEY
SHIRLEY NEW
Raintree Chapter President
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RAINTREE
CHAPTER

FEBRUARY 20, 2020
MEETING MINUTES
IVY TECH
New Castle, IN

MARY CORDLE
Raintree Secretary

Officers Present: Shirley New, Cheryl Blair, Mary Cordle, and Peggy Miller
Members Present: Rose Elliott, Pauline Hasty, Janet Johnson, Karen Johnson, Dawn Pokorny,
and Elaine Study.
Speakers: Kristina Heath and Krista Thornsberry; Guest: Donna Collins (guest of Rose Elliott)

The meeting was called to order at 6:15 pm
by President Shirley New. Present were ten
members and three guests.

New Business
Social Event is Thursday, March 5th at Café
Royal from 5:30-7:30 – please bring guests.

Invocation and Pledge were led by Karen
Johnson.

Woman of the Year & Top 10 Nominees
were submitted and voted on; the top three
will be forwarded to outside judges.

Mary Cordle led networking. Each member
was given a choice of milk chocolate or dark
chocolate Dove candy; each was then asked
to read the inside of the wrapper and share
how they spent Valentine’s Day.

Council Update – Last council meeting the
new board was installed: Vicki Pearson
(Chair), Karen Johnson (Vice Chair), Shirley
New (Communication Chair), and Andrea
Moore (Financial Advisor). Standing Rules
for the new year were accepted. Delegate
Renae Gawith has had to step back due to
family illness. A motion was made by Peggy
Miller to keep Renae as the Delegate. Alternate Delegates Jackie Brayton and Peggy
Miller will cover until Renae can return. It
was seconded by Rose Elliott and motion
passed. Next Council meeting is April 25th at
the REMC Building. The cost is $15 for
breakfast. $5 for no meal.

Performance Mortgage was this month’s
sponsor. Kristian Heath spoke on all the
options their company offers for mortgage
and mortgage assistance.
Program
Kristina Heath and Krista Thornsberry from
Performance Mortgage spoke on Credit
Scores - The Good, The Bad, and The
Ugly!
Old Business
The January Secretary’s Report was in the
newsletter. No changes, report will be filed
for historical purposes.

Auction items – Mary Cordle announced
that Raintree Chapter will be making many
baskets for the upcoming DVP in July,
January Treasurer Report had one correction Summer Sizzler in August and the Make,
- the year should read 2020 not 2019.
Bake and Buy in November. If you have
ideas for items or baskets, let her know. She
will be bringing sign-up
Continued page 6
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sheets to meetings for members to contribute. Also, if you have items, but are not
handy putting them together, Renae Gawith
has offered to do that even though she cannot come to meetings right now.

Member Updates and Announcements
February Birthday: Renae Gawith, Feb 5th
ABWA Anniversaries: Peggy Miller 4 years,
and Marilyn Upchurch 1 year
Donation – Karen Johnson - $28.50

Indianapolis 500 is in May. A motion by
Cheryl Blair to use funds to help those going
to National and are not being otherwise
assisted. It was seconded by Elaine Study,
and motion passed.

The Benediction was led by Mary Cordle.
The meeting adjourned at 8:13 pm.

Raintree Chapter next meeting is March
19, 2020, at the Ivy Tech Building.

Respectfully submitted,

Winter Warm-up 2020 in Tustin, MI is March
6-8. Four members will be attending.

Mary

Regional Conference is March 26-28 in
Louisville, KY. Five members are planning to
attend as of this date

MARY CORDLE
Raintree Chapter Secretary

MARCH BIRTHDAY

Rose Elliott
March 23rd
ABWA ANNIVERSARIES

Renae Gawith
3/1 - 4 years

Nancy Brown
3/1 - 4 years

Pauline Hasty
3/17 - 43 years
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PICTURES TELL A STORY—Raintree February Meeting
Kristina Heath & Krista Thornsberry from Performance Mortgage
were our sponsor and speakers for the evening.

RAINTREE MEMBERS AT
WINTER WARM-UP IN
MICHIGAN
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Raintree’s own Cheryl Blair (and also our District V VP) did an excellent job on the recent District call;
in the event you were unable to get on the call, Shirley took very good notes to share with you.

February 13, 2020—District V Conference Call-8PM EST
DVP Blair welcomed all to the call. She announced the Top 3 National Officers: Pres Sharon
Godbee, VP Trina Nkhazi and Secretary/Treasurer Anne O’Neil were on the call. Other Board
members on the call Mary Stephenson District I DVP, Judy Taylor District II DVP and Kerrie
Underhill District VI DVP
President Godbee welcomed all to the call. She went over the details of the recent change to
the National By Laws with respect to the office of DVP; a three year term is now available. It is
not necessary the years be consecutive. This will allow prior DVPs to serve and allow the
current serving DVP to continue for additional years. President Godbee congratulated Cheryl
District V DVP for her continued excellent service.
VP Trina Nkhazi welcomed all to tonight’s call and thanked all for their continued support.
Secretary-Treasurer Anne O’Neill welcomed all to the call and expressed her thanks to
District V DVP Cheryl Blair for her work and the excitement she adds to the Board.
The Steering Comm. Representatives Mary Shindell and Tracy Sweet were on the call as
well.
DVP Blair announced the conference calls will be every other month; the next call will be
April 16th, 2020; advance notice via District V Facebook and Community Connections
Steering Committee Reps . Mary Shindell and Tracy Sweet advised a meeting of the
Ambassadors will be forth coming. They are discussing amending Ambassador Levels.
DVP Blair Reviewed KRA (Key Results Area) as determined by the Board
Membership focus 15% increase/20% even better
Spring membership recruitment campaign “Rise to the Challenge” kicks off March 1st to
May 31-Vera Bradley items offered while they last.
12 new formations. Tracy Sweet advised the new formation “The Successful Women of
Hancock County” has a meeting planned for Feb. 27th that will be covered by the local
newspaper
Promo awareness and understanding of the Business Skills Tuition Reimbursement
(BSTR) Program. At this time only 12% of the leagues participate. The Board would
like this increased to 20%. This program will be show cased at the upcoming
Regional Conferences
DVP Blair announced in preparation of the various scholarship levels being presented at
Regional she needs names of anyone who could provide a personal testimonial. Names
can be emailed to her.
The following Member Recognition followed: Bonnie Bohn National Member 45 year Anniversary, Gloria Leak Lake Shore Charter 35 yr anniversary; Jane Wilson National member Louisville 30 yr. anniversary; Doris Almasy, Tri-Gold Prime Time Chapter 30 yr Anniversary, Mary
Lou Murray Tri-Gold PrimeTime Chapter 30 Yr. Anniversary.
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February 13, 2020—District V Conference continued
January League Anniversaries: Novi Oaks Charter Chapter, Novi Mi. 30 years
Nu-Lite Chapter, Flint Mi. 30 year
Leveling Up: Janet Greer, Indy Charter Chapter Inner Circle sponsored 11 members; Betty
Schultz, Novi Oaks Charter Chapter Emerald Star sponsored 22 members, Sharon Godbee,
Heart of the Piedmont Chapter Golden Sapphire Star sponsored 33 members
District updates on Upcoming Events/ celebrations/ success stories
Feb. 24 Biz Mentoring Monday Louisville Tracy Sweet and DVP Cheryl Blair will attend.
March 6-8-20-Winter Warm up-Tustin, MI
4-18-20-Sam Glenn-Huntington, IN
4-25-20-Women Together 2020-Anne Arbor, Mi
10-3-20-Novi Auction
11-7-20-Make, Bake , or Buy-Ft Wayne
Dates of the Central Regional conferences: March 26-28 in Louisville. All members are
encouraged to attend; bring a hat!!
Western Regional Conf-Sugarland Tx April 2-4
Eastern Regional Conf-Durham NC April 23-25
National Women’s Leadership Conference in the Denver area (Westminster). Oct. 14th - 17th;
a great opportunity for education, networking, recognition, and fun too!!!
DVP Blair asked if anyone knew of potential candidates for DVP? Gail Frahm announced her
chapter has approved her as a candidate. She advised she will be submitting her application
to National.
The following announcements were made by DVP Blair:

•
•
•

To be entered in the “Hats Off to You” contest planned for the Central Regional Conference you must register for the conference by the early bird deadline of Feb. 26th.
There was an Upgrade to the Community Connections Security last weekend: therefore,
you will need to update your password—be pro-active; 1 upper case-1 lower case-1 special feature-not similar to prior passwords 8-32-characters
DVP Blair announced tonight’s Conference Call minutes will be posted on the Community
Connections. She thanked all attendees for taking time to participate in the call and
announced again the next conference is scheduled for April 16, 2020 (later changed to
April 15th).
9
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Ladies, dear ABWA Sisters . . .
I cannot say enough about each and every one of you
who sent cards, text messages, and/or phoned . . . and/or
provided food during the days or weeks after Bob’s first
stroke . . . To the ones who provided a great variety of food
for the get-together after the funeral. It means so, so much
to me.
I am still having a very hard time. February took a lot out of
me . . . each week, then each day seem to take another turn.
You never realize how bad it will hurt until you loose that special someone you
have loved for a very long time. RIP Bob Riggs— until we meet some day in
heaven.
Please keep me in your prayers during this time. I love each and every one of
you for being there for me.

Renae
RENAE GAWITH
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REGIONAL CONFERENCE - March 26-28, 2020
Louisville, Kentucky - The Brown Hotel - an easy drive, no
plane required - looking for a good percentage of members to participate. Early registration pricing until February 19th. Get this on
your calendar and start making your plans.

HATS OFF TO YOU!!
A SPECIAL CONTEST FOR
ATTENDEES OF THE ABWA CENTRAL REGIONAL
CONFERENCE!!
We are bringing in the official milliner of the
Kentucky Derby, JENNY PFANENSTIEL, to give a
presentation on making show-stopping hats worn
At famed horse races and Hollywood events by
socialites, entertainers, and Washington, D.C.
influencers.
Hat blocks, rope, elastic, wool, wire, and hammers are just a few of
The tools that Jenny uses to coax wool, straw, crinoline, and
Embellishments into her creations.
During the Thursday evening reception, ABWA members will be
modeling some of Jenny’s creations. Plan to attend this unique
event, and bring your own festive hat to wear!!
ENTER A CONTEST TO WIN ONE OF JENNY’S CREATIONS!!
You will be automatically entered into a contest to win a special,
custom-made hat when you have a paid in-full registration by
February 27, 2020.
The winner will work with Jenny to create a customized hat just
for her. The winner will be announced, and the hat will be
awarded Thursday, March 26th, during the Opening Reception.
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BASKETS, AUCTION ITEMS, ETC.
In the next few months we will be needing to put together a “boatload” of baskets and
other auction items.
The first will be at the District V DVP Luncheon to honor our own Cheryl Blair in July.
(This event is put on jointly with the Michigan EMC Council and our own Cardinal Crossroads Council.) I’m not sure how many we made for that event last year, but I know there
were at least five or six.
In August is Summer Sizzler (our Council puts on this event) - last year Raintree made at
least 13 baskets/items for this event.
And, this year we will join together with Forks of the Wabash and Women of Magnitude to
take over the event, “Make, Bake, or Buy.” While we haven’t had a meeting since deciding
to do this event, I’m sure we will be soon. I’m thinking we will need about 25 items from
each of the chapters (or maybe I’m thinking too big . . . just trying to remember about how
many items they had at the one I attended in Michigan - some were silent auction items,
some were bided in person).
I know Mary Cordle had brought up an item at the February meeting and asked each of
us to sign up for a particular item (candy bouquet). But, we’re going to need a lot more.
Some of you may be very handy working with craft items, and some of us—not so much.
But, we have people who are willing to help put things together . . . And others who are
willing to purchase items needed.
I would suggest that we try to have a good variety of items - some ideas are noted below.
And, perhaps two or three of you would like to go together to make a basket or two or three.
Here are some ideas . . . It might get the crafty juices flowing:
If you - or two or three of you - want to do some of these, let Mary know so she can keep
track of what we’ll have and what we can give to each of these three events.
Garden Basket
At the Office
Scrapbooking
CookBook/Cooking
Fiesta!!
Chocolate Lovers
Party in a Basket
Anything Paper
At the Office
Grocery Bag
Snack Bag
Coffee/Tea Break
Beverages
Wine & Dine
Wine & Chocolate
Wine & Cheese
Cookies on a Tray
Patriotic
Relaxation
Tailgate Party

Bakery
Italian/Pasta
Bears in a Basket
Hodge Podge
Bath & Body
Gift Wrap/Cards
Linens/Towels
Crafting
Kitchen Items
Christmas
Thanksgiving
Halloween
Valentine’s Day
Beach Bag
Picnic Basket
St. Patrick’s Day
Easter Bonnet
4th of July
Fall/Autumn
Spring/Summer
13

Winter
Snowmen/Basket
Angels/Basket
Santas/Basket
Baby Girl Basket
Baby Boy Basket
Card Games
Games to Play
Baseball
Football
Basketball
Soccer
Black & White
Sugar Free
Taste of Ohio
Taste of Indiana
Book Bag
Rise to the Challenge
(and any ideas of yours!!)
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STILL A COUPLE OF COMMITTEES NEEDING MORE MEMBERS.
LEADING OR PARTICIPATING WILL HELP GROW YOUR LEADERSHIP
SKILLS.
Below is the list of Committee Chairs & Members for this league year (August
2019 thru July 2020). Please look at the places where there are blank openings,
and let Shirley know where she can add your name, helping to make Raintree
Chapter successful for this award year. (If all spaces are filled and you really
wanted to work on that committee, talk to Shirley - she may be able to add you.)
COMMITTEE

CHAIR

MEMBER

MEMBER

MEMBER

BOARD
MEMBER

Dawn
Pokorny

Sharon
Woodruff

Rose
Elliott

Karen
Johnson

SHIRLEY

ANNIVERSARY
ASSOCIATES
NIGHT

Janet
Johnson

Sharon
Woodruff

Rose
Elliott

AUDIT

Sharon
Woodruff

Jackie
Brayton

FUNDRAISING

Renae Gawith

Karen Johnson

Mary Cordle

PEGGY

MEMBERSHIP

Elaine Study

Janet Johnson

Karen Johnson

MARY

NEWSLETTER

Karen Johnson Nancy Brown

NOTIFICATIONS Pauline Hasty

SHIRLEY

SHIRLEY

MARY

Mary Cordle

SHIRLEY

PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT
& PROGRAMS

Jackie Brayton Shirley New

CHERYL

PUBLICITY

Jessica Cartrell

MARY

TOP TEN/
WOMAN OF
YEAR

Elaine Study
&
Cheryl Blair

WEBSITE

Wendy Wilker

WOMEN’S
SYMPOSIUM

Marilyn
Upchurch

Dawn Pokorny

Mary Cordle

SHIRLEY

CHERYL

Dawn
Pokorny

Jackie
Brayton
14
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OUR BUSINESS CARD SPONSORS - (If you may need any of
these services, please consider contacting our sponsors.)

FULL OR EMPTY
HOW DOES YOUR
GAUGE READ?
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ABWA Core Values
1. Giving Members a Voice
2. Treat People with Dignity
(Proud Code of Conduct)
3. Lifelong Learning
4. Focus on creating Value for members
5. Achievement
6. Visionary Leadership
7. Focus on the Future
8. Focus on Results
9. Manage by Fact
10. Management for Innovation

ABWA RAINTREE CHAPTER

VISION STATEMENT - 2018-19
Raintree Chapter offers opportunities to support our members and the women of
our community by helping them grow personally and professionally through
leadership, networking, education, recognition, and community enrichment.
Shirley New

ABWA’s Proud Code of Conduct

• All members will serve as goodwill ambassadors for the
American Business Women’s Association.

•
•
•

Raintree Chapter
President
Karen Johnson

Members will not allow their personal beliefs and convictions
to interfere with the representation of ABWA’s mission.
Members will always treat their member colleagues, guests,
vendors and sponsors with honesty, respect, fairness,
integrity, responsibility, kindness, and in good faith.
Members will maintain compliance with ABWA National,
Chapter and Express Network Bylaws.

• Members will not use their personal power to advance their
personal interests.

• Members will strive for excellence in their professions by
maintaining and enhancing their own business knowledge and
skills, and by encouraging the professional development of other
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Newsletter Editor
Phone: 937-671-4026
Email: ksj848@aol.com

Raintree Chapter
Visit us online at
http://abwa-raintree.com
Like us on Facebook at:
ABWA – Raintree Chapter

