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Raintree Members, 
 

  I hope this letter finds 
you healthy, safe, and 
sane.  What a difference 
a month can make.  

Would I have thought the first of March that 
we would have to cancel our March meeting 
and try to decide what to do about April . . . 
and it now looks like May meetings will be 
affected, too. 

 First and foremost, your safety is our 
first concern.   We do not want to miss 
another meeting and checking on all the 
members so we are going to have our 
meeting through Zoom .  No worry, if you do 
not have Zoom, it is free for you to 
download on your phone, computer, laptop 
or tablet.  If you do not have a smart phone, 
you can also call in and attend through a 
telephone call.  You will be able to hear 

everything and talk but just not see us or us 
to see you. 

 Wendy Wilker has offered us to use her 
Zoom account.  She will be sending me a 
link which I will forward to all of you to click 
on and attend through Zoom or a telephone 
number for you to call in.  As soon as it’s 
available, we will be getting that info to you.  
There will not be any cost to attending this 
month’s meeting.  If we can set up a 
practice run, we will let you know.  I believe 
we will be joined by the members of the 
Cass River Charter Chapter.  It is a great 
time to invite guests to attend also. 

Wendy will also be presenting our 
program on the April 16th, “Staying 
Engaged and Growing in Unprece - 
dented Times.”  Wendy and I attended the 
Charisma Charter Chapter out of Texas 
meeting in March through Zoom.   
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MISSION STATEMENT: The mission of the American  Business Women’s     
 Association is to bring together business women of diverse occupations and to   
provide opportunities for them to help themselves and others grow personally  
and professionally through leadership, education, networking support, and national recognition. 
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RAINTREE CHAPTER  

#4058 

 

STAY CONNECTED VIA SOCIAL MEDIA . . . 
 
… Raintree’s website is http://abwa-raintree.com  
 
... Facebook (like & join)                                       ABWA - Raintree Chapter  

MARCH MEETING:  Thursday, April 16, 2020 
 
WHERE:  Virtual meeting via Zoom and/or phone. 
  Closer to the meeting you will receive informatio n 
  regarding how to access Zoom, or what phone numbe r 
  to call. 
 
WHEN:    5:45-6:00  Check-in & Register 
                6:00-8:00   Networking & Business M eeting 
 
PROGRAM:   “Staying Engaged & Growing in Unprecedented Tim es” 
    see page 3 
 
BRING:     *  There obviously will be no dinner provided . 
 

      * Continue to collect items for Nursing Home Bingo  
        games and Lids for Benches.  Hopefully, we’ ll be able  

                   to get these items to the right people in another month 
        or so. 
 

     * BRING A GUEST -  let your friends and family come  
                 and find out what we’re all about! ! 
 

 



3 

Raintree Rambler APRIL 2020 | Vol. 56 Issue 09 

“Staying Engaged & Growing in 
Unprecedented Times”   

 T H U R S D A Y , A p r i l  1 6 t h ,  2 0 2 0  
 V i r t u a l  M e e t i n g  t h r o u g h  Z O O M  
 

 C o n t a c t  S h i r l e y  N e w ,  7 6 5 - 6 2 0 - 8 2 7 1
 o r  w c s a n e w @ h r t c . n e t  f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
 t o  c o n n e c t .  
 C h e c k - i n  &  R e g i s t e r  5 : 4 5  -  6 : 0 0  p m  
 N e t w o r k i n g  &  M e e t i n g  6 : 0 0  -  8 : 0 0  p m  

   
WENDY WILKER 

Wendy is the 2013 ABWA     
American Business Woman 

& currently serves as Sr. 
Director for ServiceMaster 

The mission of the Ameri-
can Business Women’s  
Association is to bring  
together businessw omen 
of diverse occupations and 
to provide opportunities 
for them to help them-
selves and others grow 
personally and profession-
ally through leadership , 
education, networking 
suppor t, and national    
recognition.  

 
 Changing Women’s Liv es…  
One 
Woman 
at a 
Time   

 
 

 

 

 

Join the Raintree Chapter of the American Business Women’s   Asso-

ciation on Thursday, April 16th, for our “first eve r” virtual meeting with a 

presentation by Wendy Wilker. 

 

So many things are changing in our world right now with everything 

going on. 

 

Find out those things you can do to stay engaged an d grow in these 

changing times. 

 

There is no cost to this meeting. 

 

For more information about the Raintree Chapter, co ntact  President 

Shirley New at wcsanew@hrtc.net or visit our websit e at 

Http://abwa-Raintree.com 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE continued 
(continued from page 1) 
 

This program was presented there and was excellent 
and very current to the situation we are going through 
right now.   

 We will know more after the National Webinar on 
April 9th as to what kind of business we can conduct at 
our Zoom meeting.   We hope to vote on the officers for 
the new upcoming year and announce our Women of 
the Year and Top Ten Candidate.  Please try to go on 
the webinar yourself to hear all that is happening at 
ABWA.  It will be a very important webinar.  They are 
planning to have these monthly (shorter versions) in the 
next few months during all that is happening to every-
one and trying to keep all of us updated.  Where else 
will you need to be that night, take time to be on the we-
binar.  You should have received an invite by email for 
the webinar or you can go on Community Connections 
and register for it.  

 Speaking of elections, I want to thank Elaine Study, 
Dawn Pokorny and Sharon Woodruff for stepping up to 
be the nomination committee for us.  Please, when they 
call you please consider taking a leadership position for 
the chapter.  We need you, all of you.  None of the cur-
rent officers right now are eligible to serve in their same 
offices another year.  We have all served in these posi-
tions for 2 years.  Again, we need all of you to step up 
and serve in some leadership position. 

 All future meetings are up in the air right now, and 
as soon as any information is available for any, we will 
pass it on to all of you.  I sure hope we can get back to-
gether soon in person.  Which would mean that all the 
things going on right now would be over.  

 

 Hope you all will attend the virtual meeting on 
Wednesday, April 16th.  Looking forward to talking to 
you then. 

 

 Rise to the Challenge in the American Business 
Women’s Association. (This theme is so appropriate 
for the times we are going through.)  Together we will all 
rise to the challenge of the events going on right now, 
and together we will be stronger.  

  

In ABWA Love,  Shirley New, Chapter President  
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RAINTREE 

CHAPTER 
 
 

MARY CORDLE 

Raintree Secretary 
   

   
  MARCH 19, 2020 
 
  NO MINUTES AVAILABLE 
  MEETING CANCELLED 
 

      

STAY IN THE KNOW . . . 
 
APRIL 9TH (Thursday)— Just In Time Webinar @ 7 pm EDT. 
 

You should have received an email on April 2nd rega rding the webi-
nar; if you haven’t done so, open your mail and cli ck on the “register 
now” box.   

Executive Director Rene’ Street and National Presid ent Sharon 
Godbee will address the impact that social distanci ng is having on 
the regular monthly meetings hosted by Chapters and  Express Net-
works. 

There will be an question/answer segment, as well a s Zoom Train-
ing, followed by a special Guest Speaker. 
 
 

 
 
April 15th (Wednesday) - This will be Cheryl 
Blair’s second District V Conference Call.  Watch 
for your email giving you the call-in number as 
well as the access code.  Hear about exciting 
plans and events, and also some recognition of  
DV members. 
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TO CONNECT,  
LEARN, & GROW . . 
.   
                       TO-
GETHER, WITH 
ABWA!! 
 

 

APRIL BIRTHDAY  
 

SHIRLEY NEW - 4/18 
CHERYL BLAIR - 4/28 

 
 

ABWA ANNIVERSARIES  
   

Jessica Cartrell  
 4/1 - 7 years 
 

Sharon Woodruff  
 4/3 - 34 years  
 

Shirley New  
 4/19 - 30 years          

 

SHARE ABWA WITH A FRIEND OR    
COLLEAGUE . . . BRING HER TO A  

MEETING AND LET HER SEE WHAT  
RAINTREE IS ALL ABOUT!!  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
START THINKING ABOUT THE 2020          
NATIONAL WOMEN’S LEADERSHIP       
CONFERENCE - OCTOBER 14-17, 2020 -  
WESTMINSTER, COLORADO (Denver area) 
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BASKETS, AUCTION ITEMS, ETC. 
 

Providing the COVID-19 goes away sooner than later , in the next few months we 
will be needing to put together a “boatload” of bas kets and other auction items.    

The first will be at the District V DVP Luncheon to  honor our own Cheryl Blair in July.  
(This event is put on jointly with the Michigan EMC  Council and our own Cardinal Cross-
roads Council.)  I’m not sure how many we made for that event last year, but I know there 
were at least five or six.  

In August is Summer Sizzler (our Council puts on th is event) - last year Raintree made at 
least 13 baskets/items for this event. 

And, this year we will join together with Forks of the Wabash and Women of Magnitude to 
take over the event, “Make, Bake, or Buy.”  While w e haven’t had a meeting since deciding 
to do this event, I’m sure we will be soon.  I’m th inking we will need about 25 items from 
each of the chapters (or maybe I’m thinking too big  . . . just trying to remember about how 
many items they had at the one I attended in Michig an - some were silent auction items, 
some were bided in person). 

I know Mary Cordle had brought up an item at the Fe bruary meeting and asked each of 
us to sign up for items needed for a Candy Bouquet.   But, we’re going to need a lot more. 
Some of you may be very handy working with craft it ems, and some of us—not so much. 
But, we have people who are willing to help put thi ngs together . . . And others who are 
willing to purchase items needed. 

I would suggest that we try to have a good variety of items - some ideas are noted below. 
And, perhaps two or three of you would like to go t ogether to make a basket or two or three. 
Here are some ideas . . . It might get the crafty j uices flowing: If you - or two or three of you - 
want to do some of these, let Mary know so she can keep track of what we’ll h ave and what 
we can give to each of these three events. 
    If you have materials on hand, this may be a gr eat way to take your mind off of the Covid-
19 flu for awhile!! 
 

Garden Basket 
At the Office 
Scrap booking 
Cookbook/Cooking 
Fiesta!! 
Chocolate Lovers 
Party in a Basket 
Anything Paper 
At the Office 
Grocery Bag  
Snack Bag 
Coffee/Tea Break 
Beverages 
Wine & Dine 
Wine & Chocolate 
Wine & Cheese 
Cookies on a Tray 
Patriotic 
Relaxation 
Tailgate Party 

Bakery 
Italian/Pasta 
Bears in a Basket 
Hodge Podge 
Bath & Body 
Gift Wrap/Cards 
Linens/Towels 
Crafting 
Kitchen Items 
Christmas 
Thanksgiving 
Halloween 
Valentine’s Day 
Beach Bag 
Picnic Basket 
St. Patrick’s Day 
Easter Bonnet 
4th of July 
Fall/Autumn 
Spring/Summer 

Winter 
Snowmen/Basket 
Angels/Basket 
Santas/Basket 
Baby Girl Basket 
Baby Boy Basket 
Card Games 
Games to Play 
Baseball 
Football 
Basketball 
Soccer 
Black & White 
Sugar Free 
Taste of Ohio 
Taste of Indiana 
Book Bag 
Rise to the Challenge 
(and any ideas of yours!!) 
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OUR BUSINESS CARD SPONSORS -  (If you may need any of 
these services, please consider contacting our spon sors.) 

FULL OR EMPTY 
 

HOW DOES YOUR  
GAUGE READ? 
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Shirley New  
Raintree Chapter  

President 
 

Karen Johnson 
 Newsletter Editor 

Phone:  937-671-4026 
Email:  ksj848@aol.com 

 

 

Visit us online at  
http://abwa-raintree.com 

 
 

         Like us on Facebook at:   
            ABWA – Raintree Chapter  

    ABWA’s Proud Code of Conduct  
•  All members will serve as goodwill ambassadors for the    

     American Business Women’s Association.  

•  Members will not allow their personal beliefs and convictions  

     to interfere with the representation of ABWA’s mission.  

•  Members will always treat their member colleagues, guests,  

      vendors and sponsors with honesty, respect, fairness,  
       integrity, responsibility, kindness, and in good faith.  

•  Members will maintain compliance with ABWA National,  

     Chapter and Express Network Bylaws.  

• Members will not use their personal power to advance their 

personal interests.  

• Members will strive for excellence in their professions by 

maintaining and enhancing their own business knowledge and 
skills, and by encouraging the professional development of other 

 

ABWA Core Values  
 

 1.  Giving Members a Voice 

 2.  Treat People with Dignity  

      (Proud Code of Conduct) 

 3.  Lifelong Learning 

 4.  Focus on creating Value for members 

 5.  Achievement 

 6.  Visionary Leadership 

 7.  Focus on the Future 

 8.  Focus on Results 

 9.  Manage by Fact 

10. Management for Innovation 

ABWA RAINTREE CHAPTER 

VISION STATEMENT - 2018-19 

Raintree Chapter offers opportunities to support our members and the women of 
our community by helping them grow personally and professionally through 
leadership, networking, education, recognition, and community enrichment. 

Raintree Chapter 


