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   As I write this letter, it’s a sunny, but 

Cool day . . . the stores are full of flowers 

and other items . . . As everyone is gearing 

up for Mother’s Day.  Just loosing my Mom 

in January, it’s going to be a tough day - I think that is the 

reason my kids decided to celebrate with me on Satur-

day.  Hoping all of you have a great celebration whether 

for Your Mother, or YOU as the Mother, or Your Daugh-

ter(s) who is a Mother. 

It was great to have another program with our own 

member, Mayra Phipps.  The Power of Visualization 

made us all stop and think about our goals and what we 

want, whether in the very near future, or a longer timeline  

from now. 

CONGRATULATIONS to our 2021 Woman of the 

Year, Peggy Miller, and our Top Ten Candidate, Cheryl 

Blair - both very deserving ladies. 

Thank  you to our Nominating Committee - Shirley New, 

Darra Moore, and Jackie Brayton for a job well done.   

And, CONGRATULATIONS to the 2021-22 Board:  Re-

nae Gawith, President; Marilyn Upchurch, Vice President; 

Elaine Study, Secretary; and Janet Johnson, Treasurer.  

During June and July your new Board will be working on 

ideas for next year and filling Committee Chairs and Mem-

bers - be thinking what you might be interested in and step 

up when asked. 

ABWA’s Mission Statement 
The mission of the American  Business 

Women’s Association is to bring togeth-

er businesswomen of diverse occupa-

tion and to provide opportunities 

for them to help themselves 

and others grow person-

ally and profession-

ally through 

leader-
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  Karen’s Korner (cont. from page 1) 
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   We’ve been talking about 

another fundraiser, and with 

the lack of communication 

from Indy 500, it seems they 

won’t be using us this year.  

At the last meeting, there was 

a discussion about selling the 

Trophy Nut products at local 

fairs/bazaars.  Fundraising 

Chair Mary Cordle checked 

info on one in Middletown and 

contacted the Board because 

vendors had to pay a fee.  

  Before our next meeting; we 

gave her the go-ahead - so 

we will be working the Mid-

dletown Fair, June 7—11 from 

6:00 to 10:00 pm each even-

ing.  Of course, we need help-

ers, so please contact Mary 

and get on the list.  Thanks to 

our returning member, Lois 

Cook, who has already said 

she would love to work this 

event. 

  The chapter plans to help 

our members participating in 

the NWLC (National Women’s 

Leadership Conference) this 

year . . . and, depending on 

how many plan to participate,  

we may need more funds 

than we have been able to 

profit thus far this year.  Any 

help would be appreciated. 

Don’t miss the May meeting 

-  RAINTREE CHAPTER 

#4058 WILL CELEBRATE 

THEIR 55TH ANNIVER-

SARY next month.  Dawn 

Pokorny (Chair) have been 

working on this event and 

hope everyone comes out 

and has fun celebrating. 

In June, Janet Johnson is 

chairing our Business Asso-

ciate night - start thinking if 

you have someone you 

would like to honor this 

year. 

I’ve mentioned this sev-

eral times, the DVP Event in 

Michigan in July will be here 

before you know it;  remem-

ber, this year the DVP 

Event will honor our own 

Cheryl Blair.  It makes a lot 

of sense that we have a 

good number of members 

attending to celebrate one 

or our own.  Additionally, I 

still have not had a single 

person tell me they will put 

together a basket for the Si-

lent Auction.  Please, ladies 

- MAKE MY DAY - If you 

haven’t yet given it a 

thought, decide on a theme 

for a basket for the  Silent 

Auction - or team up with 

another member to make a  

 basket . . . Or offer some 

money to one of the gals 

to make one for you. 

And/or, if you’re so in-

clined to help with the En-

velope Pull, give your gift 

card(s) (minimum $10) to 

Renea Gawith as she is 

working that event for 

DVP.  I’ve turned mine in.I 

know this is repetitive, but 

it is very important t hat 

we keep thinking about 

these things coming up . . 

. In addition to the DVP 

Event mentioned earlier, 

we also need baskets for:   

• the Cardinal Cross-

roads Council’s Annual 

Summer Sizzler,       

August 27-28 in Ander-

son 

• and, for Make,  Bake, 

or Buy on November 

6th in Fort Wayne. 

 

Looking forward to see-

ing all of you on May 20th 

at the REMC Building or 

via Zoom. 

 

ABWA HUGS,  

KAREN 
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MAY 

  ABWA ANNIVERSARY 

 

Janet Johnson 3 years 

Liz McDonald 1 year 

 

 

 

 
 

May 20  Raintree Meeting 

June 1  Council Woman of Year 

  Deadline 

June 7-11 Middletown Fair 6-10 pm 

June 16  Early Registration-DVP 

June 17  Raintree Meeting 

July 15  Raintree Meeting 

Jul. 16-17 DVP Event 

Jul. 24    Cardinal Crossroads Council 

Aug. 27-28 Summer Sizzler 

Nov. 4-6   National Woman’s Lead-

    ership Conference 

HELP US CELEBRATE RAINTREE’S 

55TH ANNIVERSARY!! 

Wear some-

thing FESTIVE 

to the May 20th 

meeting! RAINTREE BIRTHDAYS 

 

Jackie Brayton-May 16 

Melba McKnight-May 28 

 

Sharon Woodruff-June 
12 

Liz McDonald-June 15 



5 

RAINTREE RAMBLER 

    Sixteen ABWA Raintree 
Chapter members and one 
guest met at the Henry Coun-
ty REMC on April 15, 2021.  
Those attending in person en-
joyed a meal catered by mem-
ber Dawn Pokorny.   

  Members include Lois Cook, 
Cheryl Blair, Renae Gawith, 
Pauline Hasty, Elaine Study, 
Mary Cordle, Janet Johnson, 
Shirley New, Marilyn Up-
church, Dawn Pokorny, Peggy 
Miller, Karen Johnson, and 
Rose Elliott.  Rose’s guest was 
Donna Collins.  Members 
attending the entire meeting 
by Zoom were Sharon Wood-
ruff and Mayra Phipps.  Jessi-
ca Malson was able to attend 
part of the meeting. 

  President Karen Johnson 
called the meeting to order at 
6:50.  Elaine Study led the in-
vocation and Pledge of Al-
liegiance.  

  Member Mayra Phipps 
spoke on “The Power of Visu-
alization.”  We attract in our 
lives whatever we are focus-

ing on.  
What 
would 
you like 
to  

BUSINESS MEETING 
  New member Lois Cook 
was installed by President 
Karen Johnson.  Her sponsor 
is Shirley New. 

  Elaine Study, 2020 Woman 
of the Year, announced 
Raintree’s 2021 Woman of 
the Year is Peggy Miller!  

Peggy was 
presented 
with flow-
ers, a 
Woman of 
the Year 
ribbon, pin 
and 

framed certificate.  

2020 Top Ten Business Wom-
an Nominee Cheryl Blair an-
nounced she would be 
proud to be Raintree’s Top 
Ten nominee for 2021 since 
she meets all of the criteria.  

Continued page 6 

Raintree April Chapter Meeting 
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Submitted by 

Elaine Study 

Raintree  

Secretary 

attract? Your attitudes and be-
liefs attract your life goals. 

  Mayra continued to explain 
how we will create our own vi-
sion board.  Using the materials 
brought with us, we were to 
look for images that represent 
our dreams, goals and desires.  
First answer these questions:  
What do you want? What do 
you need? What do you value?  
Find pictures that will trigger 
your feelings when these an-
swers are your reality.  Then 
add a phrase, words, quote or 
photograph.  Focus on things 
you can do right now to stay 
focused.  Be purposeful.  Take 
time out of each day or week 
to contemplate your board. 

Members were able to share 
their vision board with the 
group after the presentation. 

In the interest of time, the net-
working activity was post-
poned.  Members were asked 
to send their responses to Re-
nae Gawith to be compiled.   

1. THINGS THAT WENT WELL 
THIS YEAR 

2. THINGS YOU WOULD LIKE TO 
SEE HAPPEN IN THE UPCOM-
ING YEAR. 
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Raintree March Chapter Meeting  (cont. from pg. 5). 
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  Members agreed to sponsor 
Cheryl Blair as Raintree’s 
2021 Top Ten Business Wom-
an Nominee. 

There were no additions or 
corrections to the March Sec-
retary’s or Treasurer’s re-
ports. 

Nominating committee Shirley New, Jackie 
Brayton and Darra Moore reported the slate of 
officers for next year.  Offices were voted one at 
a time since some candidates were running for 
multiple offices.  Renae Gawith moved and Lois 
Cook seconded the nominations for president 
be closed.  Lois Cook moved and Renae Gawith 
seconded the nominations for vice president be 
closed.   Janet Johnson moved and Cheryl Blair 
seconded the nominations for secretary be 
closed.   Renae Gawith moved and Rose Elliott 
seconded the nominations for treasurer be 
closed.   Tellers Peggy Miller & Mary Cordle col-
lected and counted all votes.   
2021-22 Raintree officers are: Renae Gawith, 
President; Marilyn Upchurch, Vice President; 
Elaine Study, Secretary; Janet Johnson, Treasur-
er. 
Future meetings were agreed to be held in per-
son at the REMC building with Zoom available.  
Since there is a $50 charge per night, $50 spon-
sorships are available.  Shirley New, New Ac-
counting was this meeting’s sponsor.  She pro-
vided attendees with a description of her busi-
ness and other personalized goodies.  Mary 
Cordle, Cheryl Blair and Renae Gawith also vol-
unteered to be meeting sponsors. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Anniversary Meeting—Dawn is planning for 
Raintree’s 55th anniversary celebration at the 
May meeting.  Come ready to  celebrate! 

Best Practices—Peggy reported her committee 
is working on items on the checklist and it will 
be submitted on time. 

Fundraising—Mary is waiting to hear if our sou-
venir booth will be manned at the Indy 500.  Let 
her know of any bazaars or festivals we could 
sell candy/nuts. 

Associate’s Night—Janet’s committee will be 
meeting to plan for the June meeting. 

Membership Contest—Shirley announced the 
extra points will be awarded to members who 
participated in making tonight’s vision board. 

Silent Auctions and Gift Cards are needed for 
DVP Event in July, Summer Sizzler in August and 
Make, Bake and Buy in November.  If you want 
to give money to Mary she will pass money on 
to appropriate committee member to purchase 
needed items. 

April  Birthdays: Tarra Blair, Shirley New, Cheryl 
Blair 

April ABWA Anniversaries: Jessica Malson, Sha-
ron Woodruff, Shirley New 

Cardinal Crossroads Council-REMC Bldg—April 
24, 10 am 

Door Prizes: Cheryl, Elaine, Renae 

Special Door Prize—“Attitude is a Choice” book 
by Sam Glenn: Rose Elliott 

Donation Prize: Mary Cordle 

Next Raintree meeting:  May 20; 55th anni-

versary celebration; Zoom available 

Benediction was led by Karen.  Meeting was 

adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Elaine Study, Secretary 
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JUNE 

  ABWA ANNIVERSARY 

 

Elaine Study 10 years 

Jackie Brayton 26 years 

WELCOME TO LOIS COOK 

Returning member Lois Cook is “glad to be back with old 
friends and new friends.”  Lois is a past Raintree presi-
dent, Woman of the Year, Top 10 Business Woman Nomi-
nee and Associate of the Year.  She was also Chair of 
the Hoosier Heartland Area Council. 

She loves to read, play on her Kindle and watch young and 
old play local or professional baseball and softball.   

Lois is looking forward to attending Council meetings and Summer Sizzler to 
see old friends. 

Not sure what to talk to Lois about?  Just mention Grandson Jimmy and she 
will entertain you with numerous stories about her favorite college attendee! 
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Cardinal Crossroads Council  April 24, 2021 
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Networking – Tracy Sweet 
 If you could be in a sitcom what would it 
be? We went around the room and everyone 
named their sitcom. 
 

Speaker – Trina Nkhazi, current National Vice 
President 
 A Woman’s Take on Diversity and Inclu-
sivity where you Live, Work, and Play 
 

2021 Standing Rules were presented, edited 
and passed. 
 

League Reports 
Vicki Pearson – Forks of the Wabash  
 Disbanned on 03/31/2021 
 

Marcia Gabbard – Indianapolis Charter Chapter 
 Selling Crew Car Wash Cards and 
Greeting Card Boxes 
 Spring Fling 2021 – May 8, 2021. $15 for 
members, $25 for non-members. Looking for 
Venders. 
 

Sherry Blankenship – Monument Star 
 Preparing for Officer Elections. Joanne 
Fishburn’s sister passed away. Searching for 
speakers for the monthly meetings. 
 

Gloria Bowens – Polaris 
 Having Zoom meeting only for now. Pre-
paring for Officer Elections. 42nd Anniversary in 
July. Cancelled the Ball due to Covid-19. 
 

Peggy Miller – Raintree 
 Installed new member Lois Cook. Will be 
celebrating our 55th anniversary on May 20th at 
the REMC. Announced our WOY Peggy Miller 
and Top 10 Nominee Cheryl Blair. Still waiting 
to hear about participation in the Indy 500. An-
nounced our new Executive Board – Renae  
Gawith, President; Marilyn Upchurch, Vice Pres-
ident; Elaine Study, Secretary; Janet Johnson, 
Treasurer. 
 

Cheryl Schmandt – Women of Magnitude Ex-
press Network 

Preparing for Officer Elections. Having in person 
meetings. Installed 3 new members. Cheryl 
Schmandt – new WOY 
 

Tracy Sweet – Hancock County Formation Up-
date 
 May 27th meeting will be hybrid. June 24 
will be a live meeting. Speaker Christy Browning 
– We Kicked Covid Kick-off. August 26, 2021 will 
be the Chartering Meeting. All are invited to 
attend. 
 

Tracy Sweet – Council Book Club 
 Tracy asked who might be interested in 
participating in a council book club. Send re-
sponses to Tracy at sweet.tracy1@gmai.com 
 

CCC email address was announced: cardinal-
crossroadscouncilabwa@gmail.com . Please 
send any council related emails to this email ad-
dress and the appropriate person will respond. 
 

Paula Clutter – Summer Sizzler 
 Will be a Live Event – August 27-28, 2021. 
Everything is rolling along. 
 

Cheryl Blair – District V VP 
 Encouraged everyone to read her article 
on Recruitment that was published in the CCC 
newsletter. Announced that the NWLC is No-
vember 4-6, 2021. The conference is Zoom only. 
 

Karen Johnson – DVP Event 
 July 16-17, 2021. Silent auctions items 
and envelope pull items still needed. 
 

Shirley New – Meeting Sponsor 
 Owner of New Accounting in Mid-
dletown, IN. All types of accounting and payroll 
services. 

Submitted by Peggy Miller, 

Alternate Raintree Delegate 

mailto:sweet.tracy1@gmai.com
mailto:cardinalcrossroadscouncilabwa@gmail.com
mailto:cardinalcrossroadscouncilabwa@gmail.com
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WANTED: 

 CARDINAL CROSSROADS COUNCIL 

WOMAN OF THE YEAR CANDIDATES 

If you were active in council from May 2020—April 

2021, complete form on page 10 and bring to May 

20 Raintree meeting!!  Candidate will be determined 

at that meeting. 
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Application for Cardinal Crossroads Council Woman of the Year 

Return application to Woman of the Year Chair by June 1, 2021 
 

Applicant Number:         _____________ (For CCC WOY Committee use only) 

Name of Applicant: ______________________________________________________ 

League Name:  ______________________________________________________ 

 Please include a bio with this nomination form in the event that your nominee is selected CCC Woman of the Year.  This bio will 

be shared with Summer Sizzler attendees as part of the award presentation. 

Council Meetings attended  Event Attendance 

July  2020  Yes No CCC ABWA Honors Day 2020 Yes No  (If separate event) 

Oct 2020    Yes No  DVP Event 2020   Yes No 

Jan 2021 Yes No  Summer Sizzler 2020  Yes No 

April 2021 Yes No  Christmas Party 2020  Yes  No    

   Other :________________ Yes No 

Council Participation (May 2020 through April 2021) 

Council Officer   Yes No Title: _______________________________ 

Council Committee Chair Yes No  Committee: _________________________ 

Council Committee Chair Yes No  Committee: _________________________ 

Council Committee Member Yes No Committee: _________________________ 

Council Committee Member Yes No Committee: _________________________ 

Event Chair/Co-Chair  Yes No Event: ______________________________ 

Event Committee Member Yes No Event/Committee: ____________________ 

Event Committee Member Yes No Event/Committee: ____________________ 

Event Committee Member Yes No Event/Committee: ____________________ 

 (Add additional pages if necessary) 

Our League has voted on ___________, 2021 to nominate ____________________________as CCC Woman of the Year.  As an 

officer of ______________________________________League, I certify that the above named member is a member in good 

standing with our League, as well as ABWA National.   

__________________________   ___________________ 

League Officer     Date 
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OUR BUSINESS CARD SPONSORS -  (support them when you can) 
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1. Giving Members a 
Voice 

2. Treat People With 
Dignity 

3. Lifelong Learning 

4. Focus on Creating 
Value for Members 

5. Achievement 

6. Visionary Leadership 

7. Focus on the Future 

8. Focus on Results 

9. Manage by Fact 

10. Manage for Innovation 

RAINTREE RAMBLER 

 

ABWA’s Proud Code of Conduct  

•All members will serve as goodwill ambassadors for the American 
Business  Women’s Association.  

•Members will not allow their personal beliefs and convictions to 
interfere with the representation of ABWA’s mission.  

•Members will always treat their member colleagues, guests, ven-
dors and sponsors with honesty, respect, fairness, integrity, re-
sponsibility, kindness, and in good faith.  

•Members will maintain compliance with ABWA National, Chapter 
and Express Network Bylaws.  

•Members will not use their personal power to advance their per-
sonal interests.  

•Members will strive for excellence in their professions by main-
taining and enhancing their own business knowledge and skills, 
and by encouraging the professional development of other mem-
bers. 

ANNIVERSARY-Dawn Pokorny 

ASSOCIATES NIGHT-Janet John-
son 

BEST PRACTICES-Peggy Miller 

FUNDRAISING-Mary Cordle 

MEMBERSHIP-Shirley New 

NEWSLETTER-Elaine Study,  

Renae Gawith 

NOMINATING– Vote in March 

NOTIFICATIONS-Pauline Hasty 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
& EDUCATION– Shirley New 

PUBLICITY-Renae Gawith 

TOP TEN-Cheryl Blair 

WEBSITE-Wendy Wilker 

WOMAN OF THE YEAR-Elaine 

Study 

WOMEN’S SYMPOSIUM-

Marilyn Upchurch 

CARDINAL CROSSROADS 

COUNCIL 

RAINTREE DELEGATE-

Renae Gawith 

RAINTREE ALTERNATES– 

Jackie Brayton, Peggy Miller 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS ABWA Core Values 

RAINTREE OFFICERS 
Vice President Renae Gawith; President 
Karen Johnson; Treasurer Janet Johnson; 
Secretary Elaine Study 

MAY 2021 | Vol. 57 Issue 10 

Karen Johnson  

Raintree Chapter  

President 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 Newsletter Editors 

Elaine Study 765-969-8602 

studyelaine@yahoo.com 

Renae Gawith 765-615-7252 

renaegawith@gmail.com 

 

 

Visit us online at  
http://abwa-raintree.com 

 

         Like us on Facebook at:   

      ABWA – Raintree Chapter 

Raintree Chapter 

RAINTREE VISION STATEMENT - 2020-21 

Raintree Chapter offers opportunities to support our members and 

the women of our community by helping them grow personally and 

professionally through leadership, networking, education, 

recognition, and community enrichment. 


