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   Can you believe it - this is the last 

month of our ABWA year for 2020-

2021!   

It’s been a different year - as we were 

still in the Covid issues - problems with meeting plac-

es, most presenters were via zoom, and some of our 

members were homebound as well.  Things are look-

ing a little better, but there are still issues that will ef-

fect us for some time forward. 

Kudos to Janet Johnson - she did a great job chair-

ing our Business Associate Night.  It was great to see 

so many guests, and we got a new member on our 

roster!!  Congrats to Cheryl Blair who is our Business 

Associate of the Year.   

Your Board and committee chairs (this year and 

next year’s) met to keep things on track.  They worked 

on the Gap Analysis (which will dictate our three top 

goals for the new year; they are working on the budget 

for next year as well as any needed changes/additions 

to the Standing Rules - they will present them at the 

August meeting for your vote.  

This month’s program is about COMMUNITY CON-

NECTIONS, which will be led by Shirley New.  We will 

be at the library so we can use the computers (there is 

no food or  

ABWA’s Mission Statement 
The mission of the American  Business 

Women’s Association is to bring togeth-

er businesswomen of diverse occupa-

tion and to provide opportunities for 

them to help themselves and others 

grow personally and profession-

ally through leadership, edu-

cation, networking sup-

port and national 

recognition.   
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drinks allowed in the com-
puter room).  There will be 
no dinner provided at this 
meeting - either eat some-
thing before you come, or 
after the meeting is ad-
journed, some of us plan to 
go to Applebee's for some-
thing to eat.  If you are in-
terested in joining us, give 
me a call/email/etc. so we 
can let them know how 
many to expect.  The busi-
ness meeting will be fairly 
short.  

Several of us will be 
leaving the next morning 
and heading up to Ann Ar-
bor, Michigan for the annual 
DVP Event when all of Dis-
trict V will be honoring 
Cheryl Blair (who did dou-
ble-duty as our District Vice 
President due to the Covid 
issues).   Most of the Na-
tional Board will also be in 
attendance at this event.  

I believe that shows how 
effective Cheryl has been 
during her reign.  She rep-
resents us very, very well. 

I’ve been talking about 
baskets/items for the si-
lent auction for three 
events, the first of which 
will be at the above men-
tioned DVP Event.  We 
have more than 66 items 
from Cardinal Crossroads 
Council and the EMC 
Council to be auctioned. 

We have had quite a 
while to get these items 
together, our next one will 
be here in just six weeks 
for our next event.  Please 
start thinking what you 
might be able to contrib-
ute. 

•the Cardinal Crossroads 
Council’s Annual Summer 
Sizzler, August 27-28 in 
Anderson  

(Registration Early dead-
line is $40 by August 1st; 
final registration is Au-
gust 10th @ $50.)  Watch 
your calendar and get 
your registration in.  This 

 event is put on by OUR 
Council - you won’t want 
to miss it!! 

•Make,  Bake, and Buy 
in Fort Wayne.  Due to 
the dates of NWLC col-
liding this year, we have 
had to move the date for 
MBB back to October 
16th . . . And, guess what 
- we’ll be needing more 
baskets/items - so, put 
your thinking cap on and 
get prepared. 

     I want to thank all of 
you for your work during 
the past year during my 
Presidency - and for the 
great gifts received last 
month during Business 

Associate Night.   Let’s 
work hard this next year 
to help grow Raintree 
even more. 

ABWA HUGS,  

KAREN JOHNSON, 
Raintree Chapter Presi-
dent (2020-2021) 

Monthly Meeting—July 15 

~~LEARN ABOUT THE ABWA WEBSITE  
 Community Connections

~~Hands on training in library computer lab 

~~No meal provided at the meeting. 

RSVP TO SHIRLEY NEW BY SUNDAY, JULY11! 
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Raintree guests:  Bill New, Rosie Hua, Joy Coomer, Betty Thrayer, Ron Study, Donna Collins. 

Above: Donna Col-

lins was presented 

the Good Gal Award 

by Vice President 

Renae Gawith. 

Dawn Pokorny, Karen Johnson, Betty Thrayer & 

Janet Johnson listen to Rosie Hua, guest speaker. 

Top Left: Janet Johnson 

Chair of the evening’s 

program.  Right: Cheryl 

Blair, 2021 Business As-

sociate Award Winner. 

Below: Shirley New, left, & Elaine Study, right, spon-

sored Cheryl Blair for the 2021 Business Associate 

Award. 



5 

RAINTREE RAMBLER 

    President Karen Johnson 
welcomed members and 
guests to the Raintree Busi-
ness Associate/Education 
Night held at the Henry Coun-
ty REMC on June 17, 2021.   

   Renae Gawith explained the 
networking response was to 
introduce yourself, state your 
line of work and if you 
brought a guest.  Members 
attending were: Cheryl Blair, 
Lois Cook, Mary Cordle, Rose 
Elliott, Renae Gawith, Pauline 
Hasty, Janet Johnson, Karen 
Johnson, Liz McDonald, Peggy 
Miller, Shirley New, Dawn 
Pokorny, Elaine Study, Marilyn 
Upchurch and Sharon Wood-
ruff.   

   Guests were: Joy Coomer & 
Ron Study, guests of Elaine; 
Donna Collins guest of Rose; 
Bill New guest of Shirley; 
Betty Thrayer guest of Karen 
and Rosie Hua, speaker. 

  Shirley New recognized Dis-
trict 5 Vice President Cheryl 
Blair was in attendance. 

Attendees were then served a 
meal prepared by Dawn 
Pokorny. 

  After the meal, Shirley iden-
tified the past Business Asso-
ciate winners and their spon-
sors who were attending. She 
also introduced past Raintree  

Marilyn Upchurch is the 
chapter’s Mission Operator 
Director.  Secretary Elaine 
Study is the chapter’s Space-
craft Communicator and 
Treasurer Janet Johnson is 
the chapter’s Flight Director.  
New officers were presented 
with a Mission Control cer-
tificate, a box of Moon Pies 
and a “Savings for a Space-
ship” bank. 

  Renae Gawith presented 
The Good Gal Award to 
Donna Collins since she has 
been bringing her mother 
Rose to every meeting since 
Rose can no longer drive.  
The chapter appreciates her 
willingness to support Rose’s 
desire to attend ABWA 
meetings. 

  Janet Johnson, chair of the 
evening’s event, read the re-
quirements to receive the 
Protégé Award, then ex-
plained no new member 
met the conditions for the 
past year.  She also recog-
nized Raintree’s 2021 Wom-
an of the Year Peggy Miller 
and Raintree’s 2021 Top Ten 
nominee Cheryl Blair.  
Continued page 6 

Raintree June Chapter Meeting 
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Submitted by 

Elaine Study 

Raintree  

Secretary 

 Scholarship Recipient Rosie 
Hua who spoke on how the 
scholarship helped with her 
speech pathologist and voice 
instructor career.  

    2019 Business Associate Alan 
New had planned on being in 
attendance but was unable to 
attend.  His sponsor Shirley 
New said a few words of thanks 
for Alan.  She explained he was 
proud of his award because he 
had it hanging on his office wall 
the next day. 

  Shirley then read one of the 
nomination letters that was 
submitted for the 2021 
Raintree Business Associate, 
Cheryl Blair.  Cheryl’s sponsors 
were Shirley New and Elaine 
Study who had both written 
nomination letters.  Cheryl was 
presented with a plaque. 

  President Karen Johnson in-
stalled member Liz McDonald 
who had joined months ago, 
but had not been able to 
attend a meeting yet.  Cheryl 
Blair was her sponsor. 

  District 5 Vice President Cher-
yl Blair installed the incoming 
Raintree officers using a NASA 
Mission Control themed instal-
lation.  President Renae 
Gawith is the chapter’s Ground 
Controller.  Vice President  
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  President Karen Johnson conducted a brief 
business meeting.  There were two correc-
tions to last month’s secretary’s report:  
change let to led in the second paragraph 
and correct the spelling of Jessica Malson’s 
last name.  Treasurer Janet Johnson sub-
mitted an updated April treasurer’s report 
which was saved for audit. 

  The DVP event on July 17 honors DVP Cher-
yl Blair.  Karen thanked 
Raintree members who 
have donated the majority 
of silent auction items. 

  Fundraising chair Mary 
Cordle thanked members 
for helping sell candy and 
nuts at the recent Mid-
dletown Fair.  She needed 
workers for Saturday’s Mid-
dletown’s Nazarene Church Bazaar from 10
-3 and circulated a sign-up sheet.  Please 
let her know of any bazaars coming up. 

  Vice President Renae thanked President 
Karen for leading Raintree Chapter this 
year and presented her with a mono-
gramed 31 bag from the chapter.  Karen’s 
three officers also gave her a thank you gift 
of two Chicken Soup books. 

  Donna Collins won the donation prize 
and door prizes were awarded. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Elaine Study, Secretary 

Liz McDonald, left, is installed by Karen 

Johnson, right. Cheryl Blair is sponsor. 

Karen Johnson with her thank you gifts and Executive Board. 

Above: New officers 

President Renae Gawith; 

Vice President Marilyn 

Upchurch; Secretary 

Elaine Study; Treasurer 

Janet Johnson & Cheryl 

Blair who conducted the 

installation ceremony. 
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Left:  Fundraiser Chair Mary Cordle and 

Dawn Pokorny are ready to sell Trophy 

candy and nuts at the Middletown, IN 

fair. 

Above:  Marilyn Upchurch and Peggy 

Miller look for visitors who need to 

buy something delicious for a snack. 

Below:  Cheryl Blair and Renae Gawith 

explain the American Business Women’s 

Association to Middletown Fairgoers. 

Right:  “Delicious candy and nuts—

$5 a bag!!”  Shirley New and Lois 

Cook eagerly promote the Raintree 

fundraiser. 
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JULY 

  ABWA ANNIVERSARY 
 

Karen Johnson 26 years 

 

 

 

 
 

 

July 15   Raintree Meeting 

Jul. 16-17 DVP Luncheon 

Jul. 24    Cardinal Crossroads Council 

Jul. 26   HEART Nomination Due 

Aug. 1 Early Summer Sizzler  

  registration due 

Aug. 10  Late Summer Sizzler  

  registration due 

Aug. 19  Raintree Meeting 

Aug. 25  Cheryl’s DVP Call 

Aug. 27-28 Summer Sizzler 

Sept. 16  Raintree Meeting 

Oct. 16   Make, Bake & Buy 

Nov. 4-6   National Woman’s  

  Leadership Conference 

RAINTREE BIRTHDAYS 

Pauline Hasty-July 4 
 

Wendy Wilker-Aug. 1 

Karen Johnson-Aug.19 

Lois Cook-Aug. 22 

Elaine Study-Aug. 30 

AUGUST 

  ABWA ANNIVERSARY 

 

Wendy Wilker 15 years 

Mary Cordle 6 years 
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CHERYL BLAIR RECEIVES INSPIRE AWARD 
  What kind of thoughts go through your mind 

when you get a call from your boss?  Unfavor-

able thoughts, possibly?  That’s just what 

Cheryl Blair feared after getting that call.      

Instead, she was overwhelmed when she was 

told her company, Mentor Insurance, was 

honoring her at a special company lunch! 

EMAIL CHERYL’S EMPLOYER SENT TO HER 
CO-WORKERS 

 
Subject:  Friday July 2nd 
Good Morning team! 
 
   As many of you know, Cheryl has been VERY in-
volved in ABWA.  In July, she will be recognized for all 
of her services to ABWA.  Cheryl is the District V Vice 
President and also Trustee for the Stephen Bufton Me-
morial Education Fund.  She oversees the operations of 
all ABWA chapters in Indiana, Michigan & Ohio!  She is 
also is a candidate for the National Board for Secretary/
Treasurer and that vote will take place in November.  If 
she is elected, she will be in one of the top 3 positions of 
ABWA! 
   We are so very proud of Cheryl! So, on Friday July 2

nd
, 

we will close the of-
fices early and have 
everyone come to the 
Anderson office for 
lunch to celebrate all 
of her success, hard 
work and dedication. 
   More details will 
come shortly!!!   
  Please save the 
date & join us on the 
2

nd
! 

 
Shawnda, Teresa 
&  Amy 
The Employee Fun 
Committee 

Employer Eric Rich at a special lunch for Cheryl. 
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Listed are some titles of recently sent emails 

from webmail@abwa.org which is ABWA Na-

tional.  If you haven’t received them call the 

ABWA National team at 913-732-5100 or 

email them at webmail@abwa.org to see why 

not.  

 ABWA Summer Solstice Series - Week 3 - 

How to go from Solo to CEO 

  Explains how to sign up for this weekly 

summer educational series 

 ABWA Members: Do you have what em-

ployers are looking for?   

 Information on a new education oppor-

tunity 

 It's Time to Enroll in ABWA's Apex Courses 

- 5S Workplace Productivity and Hoshin Plan-

ning  

 Sign up for this month’s free courses 

Important information is sent via email 

from ABWA National and Raintree  

Executive Board. 

Check your emails frequently to keep informed! 

http://www.webmail@abwa.org/
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OUR BUSINESS CARD SPONSORS -  (support them when you can) 
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1. Giving Members a 
Voice 

2. Treat People With 
Dignity 

3. Lifelong Learning 

4. Focus on Creating 
Value for Members 

5. Achievement 

6. Visionary Leadership 

7. Focus on the Future 

8. Focus on Results 

9. Manage by Fact 

10. Manage for Innovation 

RAINTREE RAMBLER 

 

ABWA’s Proud Code of Conduct  

•All members will serve as goodwill ambassadors for the American 
Business  Women’s Association.  

•Members will not allow their personal beliefs and convictions to 
interfere with the representation of ABWA’s mission.  

•Members will always treat their member colleagues, guests, ven-
dors and sponsors with honesty, respect, fairness, integrity, re-
sponsibility, kindness, and in good faith.  

•Members will maintain compliance with ABWA National, Chapter 
and Express Network Bylaws.  

•Members will not use their personal power to advance their per-
sonal interests.  

•Members will strive for excellence in their professions by main-
taining and enhancing their own business knowledge and skills, 
and by encouraging the professional development of other mem-
bers. 

ANNIVERSARY-Dawn Pokorny 

ASSOCIATES NIGHT-Janet John-
son 

BEST PRACTICES-Peggy Miller 

FUNDRAISING-Mary Cordle 

MEMBERSHIP-Shirley New 

NEWSLETTER-Elaine Study,  

Renae Gawith 

NOMINATING– Vote in March 

NOTIFICATIONS-Pauline Hasty 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
& EDUCATION– Shirley New 

PUBLICITY-Renae Gawith 

TOP TEN-Cheryl Blair 

WEBSITE-Wendy Wilker 

WOMAN OF THE YEAR-Elaine 

Study 

WOMEN’S SYMPOSIUM-

Marilyn Upchurch 

CARDINAL CROSSROADS 

COUNCIL 

RAINTREE DELEGATE-

Renae Gawith 

RAINTREE ALTERNATES– 

Jackie Brayton, Peggy Miller 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS ABWA Core Values 

RAINTREE OFFICERS 
Vice President Renae Gawith; President 
Karen Johnson; Treasurer Janet Johnson; 
Secretary Elaine Study 
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Karen Johnson  

Raintree Chapter  

President 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 Newsletter Editors 

Elaine Study 765-969-8602 

studyelaine@yahoo.com 

Renae Gawith 765-615-7252 

renaegawith@gmail.com 

 

 

Visit us online at  
http://abwa-raintree.com 

 

         Like us on Facebook at:   

      ABWA – Raintree Chapter 

Raintree Chapter 

RAINTREE VISION STATEMENT - 2020-21 

Raintree Chapter offers opportunities to support our members and 

the women of our community by helping them grow personally and 

professionally through leadership, networking, education, 

recognition, and community enrichment. 


