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Cardinal Crossroads Council
of ABWA Newsletter 

Calendar of Upcoming Events: 2026 
July 10-11, 2026: DVP Luncheon 

August 21-22: Summer Sizzler  

September 28-October 4, 2026: ABWA National Conference; 
Sugar Land, TX. 

2026 Cardinal Crossroads Council Meetings: July 25; October 17 
(Honor’s Day)
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Council Officers 

Chair- Amy Eberfeld-aelberfeld109@gmail.com 

Vice Chair- Fronzie Shriner: shriner@gmail.com 

Financial Chair-Shirley New: newshirley8491@gmail.com 

Communications Chair-Cheryl Schmandt: 
CherylLyn.ABWA@gmail.com 

 

DVP District V- Renee Clement- rclementabwa@gmail.com 

 

Gem City 

President-Renee Clement: rclementabwa@gmail.com 

Delegates- Kelly Gray: Kelly@hotheadburritos.com 

Renee Clement: rclementABWA@gmail.com 

 

Indianapolis Charter Chapter 

President-Andrea Moore: Amoore@centier.com 

Delegates-Cheryl Cramer: 
cheryl.cramer.2007@gmail.com 

Andrea Moore: amoore@centier.com 

Carol King: Carolking9@aol.com 

 

Polaris Chapter 

President-Kadijah Taylor: taylorkadijah@ymail.com 

Delegates-Roberta Taylor: roberta.taylor@sinclair.edu 

 

Raintree Chapter 

President-Cheryl Blair: ignitonspark1@gmail.com 

Delegates- Donna Collins: donnacollins59@yahoo.com 

Mary Cordle: Marycordle@comcast.net 

Karen Johnson: ksj848@aol.com 

2026 Cardinal Crossroads Officers,  
DVP, League Delegates, League 
Presidents 

Queen City 
President: Amy Elberfeld: aelberfeld109@gmail.com 
Delegate: Amy Elberfeld: aelberfeld109@gmail.com 
Rhonda Hamall: rhonda@hamall.us 
Ruth Medlin: ruthkmedlin@gmail.com 
 
Successful Women of Hancock County 
President- Stacy Turner: anastasiaturner@comcast.net 
Delegate-Louise Thompson: lthompson.sells@gmail.com 
Susie Mariutto: smariutto@ameritech.net 
Karen Bradburn-kpbradburn27@gmail.com 
 
Women of Magnitude 
President- Shirley New: wcsanew@hrtc.net 
Delegate- Cheryl Schmandt: 
CherylLyn.ABWA@gmail.com 
Jaime Wilsey-Heckman: jmwilsey2@gmail.com 
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Activate. Elevate. Accelerate. – Let’s Make Summer Sizzle Together ✨ 
 
Hello Beautiful Women 💃 
 
As we look ahead to August 21-22 , I’m so excited for one of our most  
energizing events of the year—our Summer Sizzler! This isn’t just an  
event… it’s an experience designed to help us ACTIVATE new ideas, 
 
ELEVATE our connections, and ACCELERATE our growth—both personally 
 and professionally. 
 
But here’s the truth—events like this don’t just happen. They come to  
life because women like YOU step in, raise a hand, and say “I’ll help.” 
 
Whether you have a little time or a lot, there’s a place for you: 
This is your moment to activate your voice, elevate your impact, and  
accelerate your connections. 
If you’ve been thinking about getting more involved—this is your sign.  
Jump in. We’re in this together, and I promise, you won’t be doing it alone. 
 
👉 Ready to help or want to learn more? Reach out to Shirley New, 
 Summer Sizzler Chair, she would love to plug you into a role that feels fun and fulfilling for you. 
 
Let’s make this Summer Sizzler unforgettable 💛  
 
With excitement and gratitude, Amy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Message From the Council Chair 

National ABWA Updates 

It's Spring and we're excited to see the sun and the flowers and hear the birds chirping outside. It's a time 
of renewal and absolutely my favorite time of year. This is a great time for us to renew our ABWA spirit.  
 
Have you gotten into a rut and feel cloudy like a gray winter day? When you go to the monthly meeting, 
sit in a different seat. Talk to someone else at the meeting. Attend another league meeting (there are lots 
across the country that have Zoom options). Rejuvenating yourself allows you to add new energy to 
everything that you do.  
 
So take some time, smell the flowers, soak in the sun and explore the beauty of ABWA and what it offers 
you as a member. 
 
Submitted by Renee Clement, District V Vice President 
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ABWA’s Proud Code of Conduct 
1. All members will serve as goodwill ambassadors for the American Business Women’s 

Association. 
2. Members will not allow their personal beliefs and convictions to interfere with the 

representation of ABWA’s mission. 
3. Members will always treat their member colleagues, guests, vendors and sponsors with 

honesty, respect, fairness, integrity, responsibility, kindness, and in good faith. 
4. Members will maintain compliance with ABWA National, Chapter and Express Network 

Bylaws. 
5. Members will not use their personal power to advance their personal interests. Members 

will strive for excellence in their professions by maintaining and enhancing their own 
business knowledge and skills, and by encouraging the professional development of other 
members.  

 
 

The Mission of the American Business Women’s Association is to bring together business women of diverse 
occupations and to provide opportunities for them to help themselves and others grow personally and 
professionally through leadership, education, networking support and national recognition.  

April Program 

Cheryl Blair-Past National ABWA President, CCC Program Chair 
 

The program was on Membership Recruitment/Retention. We were all given an official ticket 
to the production. Topics of discussion were: Focus on the reel spin, Promote the production, 
Supporting cast, Speaker behind the curtain?? and Capture the star power.   
 

Very informative and very useful. 

The mission of the American Business Women’s Association is to bring together business women of diverse 
occupations and to provide opportunities for them to help themselves and others grow personally and 

professionally through leadership, education, networking support and national recognition 
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Polaris  
 
No report provided.  

Gem City 

 
No report provided.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

League Updates 

Indianapolis Charter  
Hosted a painting party on March 10th with 4 visitors. 
One of the visitors was Carol King's niece, Brianna.  
 

We held March meeting via Zoom because of St. 
Patrick's Day party at our venue. Brianna attended 
and invited a guest. 
 

At our April meeting, Brianna attended and signed 
up during the meeting.  
 

April speaker was from Lambswear, a non-profit that 
provides clothes to families who request them. 
Clothes are gently used, but they always provide 
new undies and socks. ICC participates in the Undie 
500 every May and Socktober in October to provide 
new undies and socks to Lambswear. More can be 
learned at lambswear.com.  
 

Ann-Marie Rohe was chosen as WOY at March 
meeting and Cheryl Swarts as our Top Ten nominee. 
 

ICC will be working at the Indy 500 again this year. 
 

Submitted by Cheryl Cramer, Delegate.  
 

Raintree 
Our new officers for 2026-2027 
Pres. Mary Cordle 
VP. Elaine Study 
Sec. Cheryl Blair 
Tres. Shirley New and is being shadowed by Roxie 
Puckett 
 
Diamond Jubilee, celebrating 60 years as a chapter, 
May 16, 2026. Please register for our special event 
asap.  
May 24, 2026 working booths at the 500 
 
July is our “On the Road” meeting. Destination to be 
announced! 
 
Submitted by Donna Collins, Delegate. 
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Successful Women  
In Hancock County 
 
Alexandria Donaldson is the leagues 2026 
Woman of the Year award winner! 
 

We are hosing a membership drive at Daniel’s 
Vineyard on April 29th.  
 

We recently completed a Double Good Popcorn 
fundraiser for the league.  
 

Submitted by Louise Thompson, Delegate.  

Newsletter Submissions 
 
All league updates and information to be 
submitted to the Council Newsletter needs to be 
submitted to Andrea Moore by the Friday after the 
quarterly Council meeting.  The newsletter will be 
published within 2 weeks of the Council meeting. 
Please send all correspondence to Andrea Moore. 
Email is amoore@centier.com or phone/text to 
317.372.3556.  Thank you in advance! 
 

Queen City 
 
The Queen City Board is working on a leadership packet for 
the chapter.  
 
The chapter has also created a “Welcome” information sheet 
that can be given to new members or shared with guests.  
 
We have great programs lined up: 
May - Author Katherine Elberfeld will be reading passages 
from her book and leading discussions about the passage. 
Her novel “An Umbrella Made for a Man” explores gender bias, 
power dynamics, and the struggle to find your voice — 
themes that resonate far beyond the church where the story 
is set. 
June - Renee Clement , District V, VP will be presenting the 
program she used at last year’s Summer Sizzler. 
July - KaLynn Clark, from  “4 Paws for Ability” will be talking to 
us about how they train service dogs, the difference between 
an emotional support dog and a service dog, and the 
protocols we should use if a co-worker or client has a service 
dog.  
  
Our slate of officers for 2026-2027; 
Kay Fittes - President,  
Amy Elberfeld - Vice President,  
Stacey Cole - Secretary,  
Treasurer - Melissa Sherif 
  
Submitted by Amy Elberfeld 

W.O.M.E.N 
 
WOMEN will be celebrating their 11th anniversary at 
the May meeting. Cheryl Blair will be the speaker.   
 
They hold the elections of officers in May.  
 
They use a tool, ICYMI, Just In Case You Missed It, 
right after each meeting.  They send out a brief 
synopsis of what happened at the meeting, right 
after the meeting, so all members will have 
information on what took place.  It has been very 
useful.  
 
Submitted by Shirley New.  
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April 2026 Meeting Minutes 

Cardinal Crossroads Council 
Meeting Minutes 

April 25, 2026 
 
The meeting was called to order at 10:00 am by Chair, Amy Elberfeld.  The meeting opened with the 
Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance led by Tracy Sweet. 
  Brunch followed served by caterer, Dawn Pokorny, a Raintree member. 
 
We had 12 members in attendance: Cheryl Blair, Cyd Berry-Rice, Donna Collins, Cheryl Cramer, Amy 
Elberfeld, Karen Johnson, Peggy Miller, Susie Mariutto, Shirley New, Fronzie Shriner, Tracy Sweet and 
Louise Thompson. Networking was started by Amy Elberfeld, Chair and while introducing talk about 
who you would like to sing and what at your funeral. There were some very interesting answers 
including and not limited to: Jimmy Buffet, Elvis, Elton John, Barry Manilow, Mercy Me, Vince Gill, Dolly 
Parton, ABBA, George Harris and Steve Warner.   
 
Sponsor: 
Shirley New of New Accounting was the sponsor.  She gave out goody bags and explained the items 
that were included.  She does accounting, payroll and taxes.  She provides a great service for even a 
greater value. 
 
Program: 
The program was presented by Cheryl Blair, Past National President and member of Raintree 
Chapter.  Her program was on Membership Recruitment/Retention.   We all were given an official 
ticket to the production.  Topics of discussion were: Focus on the reel spin, Promote the production, 
Prepare the opening script, Make your meetings pop, Project participation, Supporting cast, Speaker 
behind the curtain??? and Capture the star power. Very informative and very useful. 
 
Standing Business: 

 The minutes from the January Meeting was in the last newsletter.  There were no corrections to 
the minutes and they will be recorded in the official records.  

 The Financial Officer, Shirley New, presented the Financial Report.  The report will be filed for 
audit. 

 
New Business: 
 
Chapter Report from the Delegates:  

 Indianapolis Charter Chapter – Cheryl Cramer 
Indianapolis Charter Chapter held on March 10th a Wine & Canvas party with 18 attending of 
which 4 were guests. Woman of the Year is Ann Marie Rohe and Top Ten Candidate is Cheryl 
Swarts.  They are glad to welcome Cyd Berry-Rice back.  They will be working the Indianapolis 
500 in May.   
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  Successful Women of Hancock County – Louise Thompson 
Woman of the Year is Alexandria Donaldson and they have a new member, 

Skylar Mannis.  They will be at Danield Vineyard on March 29th.  A member, 
Christian Bell, could use anyone’s help by attending her Fashion Show this 
afternoon. 

 
 Women of Magnitude Express Network – Shirley New 

WOMEN will be celebrating their 11th anniversary at the May meeting.  Cheryl 
Blair will be the speaker.  They will hold the elections of officers at that 
meeting.  They use a tool, ICYMI, Just In Case You Missed It, right after each 
meeting.  They send out a brief synopsis of what happened at the meeting, 
right after the meeting, so all members will have information on what took 
place.  Very useful. 

 
 Queen City – Amy Elberfeld 

Working on their Leadership Packet and information sheet to give to guests.  
May program will be Katie Elberfeld with her new book, June will be Renee 
Clement. 

 
Honors Day:  Will be sponsored by the Indianapolis Charter Chapter at our October 17, 2026 meeting.    
 
Holiday Party:  Will be sponsored by Raintree Chapter. 
 
Standing Rules:  Amy asked for volunteers to be on the Standing Rules Committee.  Louise Thompson 
volunteered to be Chair.  It was suggested that Elaine Study be on the committee to help her as she 
has served on that committee many times.  They need one more person to be on that committee.  If 
you are interested please let Amy know. 

 
Council Woman of the Year 2026: Chair, Fronzie Shriner, passed out nomination forms to each 
delegate present and will get to those that were not in attendance.  She will also submit it to Andrea 
Moore for the newsletter. They must be submitted by July 1st to Fronzie and the league must vote on 
their candidate at a meeting before submitting. The winner will be announced at the Summer Sizzler 
event in August. 

 
Summer Sizzler 2026: Shirley New, Chair said that the committee was researching various venues and 
will be making a decision on the location of the event by the end of next week.  Any one that wants to 
be part of the planning committee, that is not already one it, can let Shirley or Fronzie, Co-Chair, know.  
WE meet by zoon on the 3rd Monday of the month at 7:00 PM. 
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More information will be coming to https://www.womenofmagnitude.com/ 

 

Other Business: 
 
Need Gift cards and Silent Auctions items for the DVP Celebration and for Summer Sizzler. 
 
Need members to go on the kudo Board for Renee. 
 
Tracy Sweet announced that she is working on her Doctorate and will be recruiting participants for the 
pilot platform regarding menopause – signs and symptoms.  If any of us could participate or we know 
of someone that could possibly do it.  She needs 35 participants.  It will be an online survey and it won’t 
take that long to complete.  You do not have to be in menopause yet. She is interviewing people 35 
and up. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned and Tracy Sweet led the Benediction. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Shirley New 
Shirley New, Financial Officer in the absence of the Communications Officer 
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