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+ Networking 6:00-6:15
+ Meeting starts at 6:15

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Leslie Mathewson-June 5
Sharon Woodruff-June 12

ABWA ANNIVERSARY
Diane Sager May 1, 3 yrs.

Janet Johnson May 10,8 yrs.
Elaine Study June 1, 15 yrs
Jennifer Wilson June 14, 3 yr

Donna Collins June 1, 4 yrs.

* * * * * *

* * * * *

DATES TO REMEMBER

June 18—Raintree meeting 6 pm Muncie
July 7—Incoming/Outgoing Officers & Com-
mittee Chairs-6 pm, Middletown

July 9—DVP Zoom call 7 pm

July 10 & 11—DVP Luncheon, Ann Arbor, Ml

July 16—Raintree On the Road meeting

July 20—Summer Sizzler Zoom 7 pm

July 21—Make, Bake, Buy Zoom 7 pm

July 25—Cardinal Crossroads Council 10
am, New Castle, REMC

Aug 5—Muncie on the Move

Aug. 20—Raintree meeting 6 pm Muncie

Aug 21-22—Summer Sizzler, Muncie

Sept. 10—DVP Zoom call 7 pm

Sept 29-Oct 3—National Women’s Leader-

ship Conference

Nov. 6, 7— Make, Bake and Buy, Fort Wayne
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Thursday, June 18,2026
A Team Party Parlor
4000 N. Broadway Ave., Muncie IN 47303

Registration 6:00-6:15 PM
Dinner 6:15 PM
Program 6:45 PM

We will have a representative of Fpisters Flowers & Gifts attend
to talk about Sharon Grubbs’ business. Sharon was our 2025

Associate of the Year. We will also have a scholarship winner

b attend the evening.

The mission of the American Event cost is $15 for members and guests (cost

Business Women's Association is includes dinner). Noneating attendees meeting
to bring together cost $5.00. Please RSVP your guests by Sunday, June 14 by
busines?women ofdiver?.e phone, text or email to guarantee their reservation to Shirley
occupations and to provide

Opportunilies forthem to help New at 765-620-8271 mmet— Members -
themselves and others grow you have auto reservation — please cancel by June 14 if you
personally and professionally are not attending.

through leadership, education,
networking support, and

national recognition. V%

For more information about qﬁﬁv

Raintree Chapter, contact BELIEVE. BELONG. BECOME.
PrESIdent Cheryl Blalr at!gm American Business Wemen's Association

sparkl@gmail.com
or visit our website at
http://www.abwa-raintree.com

RAINTREE CHAPTER

N ABYUA

ACTIVATE YOUR AMBITION Proctices

IN LEAGUE MANAGEMENT
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Scoop Blair Reporting

Time to celebrate Raintree’s own “Triple Crown"” of triumphal activities in
the months of May..June..July...The races began in May when members
of the Raintree Chapter “saddled up” and headed for the finish line of
VICTORY!!! ..giddy up. Out the starting gate we went. The “race was on”
with May becoming a month of many outstanding “tracks” of achieve-
ments:

Raintree’s 2026/2027 Executive Board was elected

Raintree’s 60™ Anniversary was celebrated

Raintree’s annual Indy 500 Booth was a monetary success
Each May “victory” was a direct result of members going the “distance”
together and heading to the finish line for the “first leg” of Raintree’s “triple
crown”.

Now, it is onto the “second leg” of Raintree’s Triple Crown..the month of

: Scoop Blair :

i i " —_ " H o ey . . . . X

June. This is a month of “pre-race” planning activities including: | coveringa |
Associates Night- Recognizing this year’s “Front Runner” | :

. local story |

! 1

Award Recognition-All Winners “Hands bown”  L_________
ABWA New Presidents Webinar-“Jockeying Into” Leadership Training

As we head to the “"home stretch” of these events there is excitement in

the “pace” we are setting to ensure that a trip to the “winners circle”

awaits all who “run the race”.

The “finale” is in sight as the “third leg” of the Raintree “triple crown”
awaits... the month of July. A month full of “fast track actions” with “odds
of success”. The “back stretch” of Raintree’s victorious “Run for the Roses”
champions the following:

Firework Displays-Honoring 250 years across the US

On the Move Meeting-Networking with the best of the best

DVP Celebration-“Connecting the Dots” with Renee

Leadership Meeting-Raintree’s current & new leaders combine
their talents

“Start from Scratch”-"Chomping at the Bit"-“The Stakes are High”- and
“Photo Finish” are all phrases associated with horse racings most cher-
ished benchmark “The Triple Crown”. These same phrases apply to
“Raintree’s Triple Crown” standard. Each” leg” of the journey “started from
scratch”, we continued to “chomp at the bit” to bring success to the event,
we knew the “Stakes were High” to reach success and we have many
“Photo Finishes” showcasing our gallant entry into the “Triple Crown” lega-
cy of Raintree’s over 60-year history!!!! WE RAN THE RACE AND WE WON!!!!

Cheryl Blair
Raintree Chapter President
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CARDINAL CROSSROADS COUNCIL REPORT!

Report and pictures from Donna

Collins, Raintree Council Delegate

We were all welcomed by Council Chair Amy
Elberfeld and the meeting was started with the
national ABWA mission statement, followed by
the invocation by Tracy Sweet. Followed by a
wonderful brunch, provided by Dawn Pokorny.

Networking question: What band or singer,
dead or alive would you want to sing at your
funeral. It was quite an interesting experience!
Sponsor for the meeting was Shirley New from
New Accounting. Our program was given by
our very own Cheryl Blair and it was on mem-
bership recruitment and retention. She had a
nice presentation and of course Sam was
there!

Chapter reports:

Successful Women of Hancock County: new
woman of the year is Alex Donaldson, and
have a new member joining. Going to Dan-
ielson Vineyard on the 29th. Cristen Bell is cro-
cheting clothing items and was recently on
FOX 59.

Indianapolis Charter Chapter: in March they
had a painting and wine at Marcy’s house with
4 guests, also have a new member joining
(Carol King's niece) Brianna. May 7 th meeting
at Danielson vineyard.

Women, elections next month. Start to do ICY-
MI (in case you missed it)

Queen City: leadership packets made, pro-
grams lined up, July 4 Paws Service Animals.
Raintree: Diamond Jubilee-May 16. Register
ASAP! Working 500 booths. July is On-the-
Road meeting destination to be determined.
No reports from Polaris, Gem City.

Next meeting is July 25.
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The Raintree Chapter of the American
Business Women’s Association met on
April 16, 2026, at the Henry County REMC,
New Castle. Ten members and two guests
were in attendance. Members included
Cheryl Blair, Donna Collins, Mary Cordle,
Janet Johnson, Karen Johnson, Roxie Puck-
ett, Shirley New, Dawn Pokorny, Elaine
Study and Sharon Woodruff. Jessica
Crehan and Marilyn Upchurch were the
guests.

The meeting was called to order at 6:15
p.m. by President Cheryl Blair. Vice Presi-
dent Mary Cordle led the Invocation,
Pledge, ABWA mission statement and
Raintree’s vision statement. Member
Dawn Pokorny provided the meal.

For the networking event, Mary Cordle
had members create 2 lines facing one
another. Partners shared answers to her
spring related question. Then members
kept rotating and answering other ques-
tions.

PROGRAM: Registered Dietitian Jessica
Crehan with West Springs Nutrition dis-
cussed Fundamentals of Health based on
blood sugars. Carbs are our main source of
energy while glucose is the main source of
energy in our cells. Physical activity,
stress, missed meals and foods we eat
impact the highs and lows of blood sugar.
Maintaining stable blood sugar is key to
health.

-~
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Secretary Elaine Study reported the March
minutes had been printed in the last news-
letter. There were no additions or correc-
tions.

Treasurer Shirley New did not have printed
copies of the March treasurer’s report but
she did have total balances she gave.

NEW BUSINESS:

Spring Conference Recap Cheryl an-
nounced the four members who attended
spring conference will have recaps printed
in the next newsletter. Cheryl also encour-
age members to read the latest online
edition of the Achieve newsletter.

New Name Badges Discussion was held
since there is a large amount of money in
the budget, could member name badges
with the new ABWA logo be purchased for
each member? Buying chapter polo shirts
to wear at fundraising events was also
discussed. Janet Johnson moved the Exec-
utive Board adapt the current budget to
buy name badges and polo shirts for mem-
bers and backup shirts for volunteers.
Roxie Pucket seconded the motion which
passed.

Cheryl Blair had ABWA member Eileen
Caspers quilt the Raintree 60" anniversary
quilt at a cost of $440. Donna Collins
moved we cover the $440 cost of the eo™
anniversary quilt. Janet Johnson seconded
the motion which was approved.

Just in Time Webinar is April 30.
Sign up instructions are in email
or YM platform.

Business Associate Application
was distributed. The application
is to be returned to Michelle
Tinch by May 16, 2026. The Busi-
ness Associate meeting will be
June 18 where the Raintree Busi-
ness Associate will be announced.

Data Sheets were handed out.
Please complete and return to
Vice President Mary Cordle.

July on the Road meeting—
Cheryl read the possible locations
Leslie Mathewson had compiled:
Foisters Flower Shop for flower
arranging (limit 12); Beehive Body
Company to make lotion; Rose
Bowl for hyper bowling; Mad Ax-
ax throwing; Tribune Show Print
to make posters. More infor-
mation will be forthcoming.

OLD BUSINESS

ABWA National approved Shirley
New as 2026-27 Treasurer with
the restriction that we show a
plan to guarantee who will be
treasurer for the next year.

/

Networking

activity
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(Two-year term limit is in effect and this
will be Shirley’s third year.) Roxie Puckett
agreed to be in training for treasurer for
the 2027-28 year.

Cheryl reported for Leslie Mathewson we
need to vote on our Outright Grant candi-
date. Shirley New moved we go with
Kalynn Funkhouser as long as she meets

the requirements. Roxie Puckett seconded

the motion which passed.

Currently, no one has totally completed
the Raintree sponsored Impact Scholar-
ship applications. Members are encour-

aged to reach out to applicants to see how

we can help.

Speaker Registered Dietitian Jessica Crehan

with West Springs Nutrition
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Secretary’s Report

April 16, 2026 (con’t. from previous page)

Gene from Habitat for Humanity has as-
sured Cheryl we will soon have some ways
we can help with that community organi-
zation.

Spring Membership Campaign runs from
March 1-May 31.

Shirley New took another count of volun-
teers to work at the fundraising Indy 500
Souvenir Booth on May 24. She is com-
municating with the track coordinator.

DVP Luncheon, Ann Arbor, MI (July 10-11)
Quad Chair Shirley New encouraged all to
attend this educational event to celebrate
our District V Vice President Renee Clem-
ent. Friday night we meet at a restaurant
to eat and network. Saturday is the cele-

bration. Silent auction donations and gift
cards are still needed.

Summer Sizzler (Aug. 21-22)
Chair Shirley New invited mem-
bers to join her on the third Mon-
day at 7 for the Zoom planning
meetings. This year’s theme is:
Activate, Elevate, Accelerate. Still
need a new location.

National Women’s Leadership
Conference (Sept. 29-Oct. 3) Plan
on being a part of the Raintree
group attending the Sugarland, TX
event! Early bird deadline is Au-
gust 31. Elaine Study shared a
printout of screenshots from the
virtual regional conference high-
lighting the upcoming changes in
the event and encouraged mem-
bers to attend.

President Cheryl Blair leads the Raintree meeting.
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2026 Make, Bake and Buy Fundraiser
(Nov. 6-7) Chair Mary Cordle encourages
members to be a part of the monthly plan-
ning Zoom meetings at 7 pm on the third
Tuesday. Donna Collins is collecting items
for the sunflower basket in honor of past
member Lois Cook. Mary is collecting
items for an INDY 500 themed basket.
Mary brought 2 “Adopt the Boxes” for a
member to fill with auction items.

Four weeks until Raintree’s 60" anniver-
sary celebration (May 16, 2026)!! Regis-
tration fee is $25 until April 25 and $35
from April 26-May 1. Raintree members
are asked to wear purple and gold if possi-
ble. Set up starts at 8 a.m. on May 16.
Everything needs to be ready by 9:30.
Committee chairs were asked if anything
was needed. Next Zoom meeting is May 5
at 7 pm.

May/June 2026 | Vol. 60, Issue 10
Secretary’s Report

April 16, 2026 (con’t. from previous page)

Best Practices Chair Janet Johnson in-
formed members APEX Campus Curricu-
lum is part of Best Practices this year.
Please email the completion certificates to
Janet.

Cardinal Crossroads Council Delegate
Donna Collins reported the next meeting is
April 25 at the REMC building. Reserva-
tions go to Fronzie Shriner. Gift cards are
needed for the DVP event. Renee Clement
will be the speaker.

Tip on Creating a Member Quilt: “Keeping
the fabric durable with a strong backing
maintains the quilt’s future.”

Mary Cordle led the Benediction,
and the meeting was closed at
8:20 p.m.

The next Raintree meeting will be
the 60" Anniversary Celebration
on May 16 at 10 a.m. at the Henry
County REMC, New Castle. The
June 18 meeting will be held at 6
p.m. at the A Team Party Parlor in
Muncie.

Respectfully submitted,

Elaine Study, Secretary

Raintree members and guests during dinner/networking time.
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On May 16, 2026, the 60" Anniver-
sary Celebration of the Raintree
Chapter of the American Business
Women'’s Association was held at
the New Castle/Henry County
REMC. (At the regular January
2026 meeting it was agreed to
suspend the regular May 21 meet-
ing and use the May 16th anniver-
sary meeting in its place.)

Twenty-nine women joined in cel-
ebration. Thirteen Raintree mem-
bers included Cheryl Blair, Donna
Collins, Mary Cordle, Janet John-
son, Karen Johnson, Leslie
Mathewson, Peggy Miller, Shirley
New, Dawn Pokorny, Roxie Puckett,
Diane Sager, Elaine Study and
Michelle Tinch. Six former Raintree
members included Sharon Elliott,
Melissa Jeffries, Sharon Roberts,
Shirley Wagner, Janet Wakefield,
and Linda Wentz. Ten ABWA
guests included Cyd Berry-Rice,
Renee Clement, Cheryl Cramer,
Debbie deKater, JoAnn Huebner,

When guests arrived before 10
a.m., they were greeted at the reg-
istration table by Roxie Puckett,
Janet Johnson and Karen Johnson
then given a specially designed
name tag, door prize ticket and
asked to sign the 60™ Anniversary
Guest Book. Sixties music was
heard in the background and a
slideshow of Raintree pictures
gathered throughout the years by
Shirley New was playing. Table
decorations were diamond
themed with sparkly gold and pur-
ple balls in clear vases topped
with national historic pictures pro-
vided by Cheryl Blair. “I Love AB-
WA” magnets were table favors.
Guests were encouraged to help
themselves to appetizers and the
special “Diamond Sparkle” punch
provided by member Dawn
Pokorny, while they networked and
viewed the ABWA and Raintree
memorabilia organized by Donna

Collins.

Susie Mari- /
utto, Mary
Mills, Anne
O’'Neill,
Cheryl
Schmandt,
and Tracy

Sweet.

~

C ™\

At 11 a.m. Mistress of Cere-
monies Cheryl Blair and
Raintree’s President wel-
comed the group to the
Diamond Jubilee: Cele-
brating Raintree’s 60
Years! After opening com-
ments Cheryl introduced
Mary Cordle who led the
ABWA Mission Statement.

Anniversary Chair Elaine
Study was next on the pro-
gram. She introduced the
“Women of Industry” song
and Jill Sobule who had
written the song after find-
ing a 1971 ABWA charm.
This song is also known as
the ABWA song. Unfortu-
nately, attempts to watch
the music video were un-
successful. Attendees were
encouraged to find the
video on You Tube.
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Elaine then began a historical
timeline of ABWA in general and
Raintree Chapter in particular.
Shirley New recounted highlights
of Raintree’s first decade begin-
ning on May 5, 1966, when 13
Raintree members were installed.
The Rose City Chapter in Rich-
mond, IN sponsored the Raintree
Chapter. Shirley reviewed some of
the chapter accomplishments of
the first decade. Sharon Roberts,
Shirley New and Janet Wakefield
joined in 1972 and 1974 and were in

attendance.

Next, President Cheryl Blair pre-
sented the special surprise of the
event: the newly designed
Raintree quilt! At every meeting
since August 2025, Cheryl had in-
cluded “Tips on Creating a Mem-
ber Quilt” which compared creat-
ing a quilt to developing a chap-
ter. She had several chapter
members read a few of her tips.
Then the big reveal: the 54" x 81"
Raintree quilt complete with chap-

ter pictures and squares with cur-
rent member’'s names, date joined
and reason for joining. The color-
ful quilt was designed and quilted
by ABWA member Eileen Caspers.
The quilt was on display for the
duration of the celebration.

Immediate ABWA Past National
President, Anne O’Neill who had
driven from her home state of
Georgia, shared a few congratula-
tory remarks. Cheryl Blair then
read letters of congratulations
from ABWA Executive Director Eliz-
abeth Johnson and ABWA Michi-
gan member Diane Nixon.
Raintree members read congratu-
lation letters from the following
National Board of Directors: Na-
tional President Barbara Pedersen,
National Secretary-Treasurer Dr.
Tracey G Jackson, District Il Vice
President Kristina Hackett, District
IV Vice President Linda B. Johnson,
District V Vice President Renee
Clement, and District VI Vice Presi-

dent Karen Fitting.

It was now time for Member
Recognition. Event Chair
Elaine Study recognized an-
niversary theme contest
winner Leslie Mathewson
and former Raintree mem-
bers Melissa Jefferies, Linda
Wentz and Jackie Brayton
who were the contest judg-
es. Diamond Jubilee: Cel-
ebrating Raintree’s 60
Years! was the winning en-
try. Committee chairs for
this event were asked to
stand along with the cur-
rent Raintree officers. The
final group to be recog-
nized were all Inner Circle
Members who were in the
room. When member
Shirley New stood for spon-
soring 44 members, every-
one who had been spon-
sored by Shirley were also
asked to stand and Shirley
was given a round of ap-
plause.
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Door Prizes gathered by Michelle
Tinch were given throughout the

celebration.

A delicious hot lunch was provided
by Raintree member Dawn
Pokorny. Dawn showed her baking
& decorating expertise with a dia-
mond shaped cake that was as
delicious as it was exquisitely dec-

orated.

During the lunch break group pic-
tures were taken by photographer
and Raintree member Diane
Sager. Many of the photos were
taken with the purple and gold
balloon arch provided by member
Jennifer Wilson of A Team Party
Parlor.

After lunch, main speaker District
V Vice President Renee Clement
presented Raintree Chapter with

her anniversary gift of a table run-
ner with the new ABWA logo and
“Raintree Chapter” stitched in the
middle. Her speech was titled,
“Celebrating the Diamonds of

Raintree.”

The Toast to Raintree was led by
Past National President Anne
O’'Neill.

Event Chair Elaine Study continued
the 6 Decades of Raintree Chap-
ter's Accomplishments. Along
with sharing the ABWA Theme for
each year, Elaine highlighted every
member’s achievement who was
in attendance. This included the
member’s year they joined, plus
the year they were Raintree presi-
dent, woman of the year or Top
Ten nominee. National Board
members and Top Tens in attend-

ance were also acknowledged.

10

Donna Collins then shared
a memorial tribute to all
the Raintree members who
had passed away over the
past 60 years. She shared
remembrances of those
she had known personally.
Donna read the poem “She

is Gone” by David Harkins.

After the final door prizes
were claimed, Mistress of
Ceremonies Cheryl Blair
closed the celebration by
thanking everyone who
had attended.

The next Raintree meeting
will be the Associate of the
Year gathering on June 18
at 6 p.m. at A Team Party

Parlor in Muncie.
Respectfully submitted,

Elaine Study, Secretary
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Diamond Jubilee: Celebrating Raintree’s 60 Years!
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Diamond Jubilee: Celebrating Raintree’s 60 Years!
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Diamond Jubilee: Celebrating Raintree’s 60 Years!
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Diamond Jubilee: Celebrating Raintree’s 60 Years!

Raintree Chapter members
in front of the Raintree Quilt
which was unveiled at the
Raintree 60th Anniversary

Celebration.

11
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Diamond Jubilee: Celebrating Raintree’s 60 Years!

Former Raintree Chapter members:
Shirley Wagner, Sharon Elliott, Melissa
Jeffries, Linda Wentz, Sharon Roberts,
Janet Wakefield.

Raintree Chapter members: front Elaine Studly,
Diane Sager, Karen Johnson. Back: Michelle

Tinch, Shirley New, Cheryl Blair, Roxie Puckett,

Dawn Pokorny, Janet Johnson, Mary Cordle,

Peggy Miller, Leslie Mathewson, Donna Collins.

Celebration attendees front: Linda Wentz, Cyd Berry-Rice, Susie Mariutto, Dawn Pokorny.
Middle: Karen Johnson, Debbie deKater, Cheryl Cramer, Elaine Study, JoAnn Huebner, Mary
Mills. Standing:Diane Sager, Shirley Wagner, Sharon Elliott, Anne O'Neill (hidden), Leslie
Mathewson, Donna Collins, Shirley New, Mary Cordle, Janet Johnson, Tracy Sweet, Roxie
Puckett, Peggy Miller, Sharon Roberts, Melissa Jeffries, Cheryl Blair, Janet Wakefield, Michelle
Tinch, Renee Clement, Cheryl Schmandt.

1c
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BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HOMESERVICES

MARY CORDLE
REALTOR®

3420 N WHEELING AVE
MUNCIE, IN 47304
CELL: 765-621-7594
OFFICE: 765-284-6313

MARYCORDLE@COMCAST.NET
https://marycordle.bhhsindianarealty.com

INDIANA
REALTY

@ Amember of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC
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Raintree Chapter Committee Chairs 2025-2026

Associates Night (June)

Audit (End of League’s Year)
Best Practices (All Year)
Fundraising (All Year)
Membership (All Year)
Newsletter (All Year)

Notification (All Year)
Professional Development/ Program
Social Media/Publicity (All year)
Standing Rules (End of Year)
Top Ten & Woman of the Year
Website (All Year)

Cardinal Crossroads Council

17

Michelle Tinch
Karen Johnson
Janet Johnson
Diane Sager
Peggy Miller
Elaine Study
Donna Collins
Leslie Mathewson
Jennifer Wilson
Elaine Study

M. Cordle/C. Blair
Shirley New

Donna Collins, Delegate
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RAINTREE CHAPTER’S VISION STATEMENT

Raintree Chapter offers opportunities to support our members and the
women in our community by helping them grow personally and profes-
sionally through leadership, networking, education, recognition and
community enrichment.

ABWA Core Values Raintree’s 2025-26
1. Selfless Leadership Executive Team
2. Building Community
3. Value and Seek Diversity
4. Manage for Innovation and

Excellence :
Back: Secretary Elaine Study,

5. Lifelong Learning 765-969-8602;

The mission of the American

6. Focus on Facts and Own the Business Women'’s Association is Treasurer Shirley New
R It to bring together businesswomen !
esults of diverse occupations and to 765-620-8271;
. provide opportunities for them to
7. Choose to Make a Difference help themselves and others grow | Front: Vice President Mary Cordle,
personally and professionally
8. Celebrate through leadership, education, 765-621-7594;
networking support, and . .
national recognition. President Cheryl Blair,
765-749-9008
y .
ABWA'’s Proud Code of Conduct . Cheryl Blair
Raintree Chapter President
e As an ABWA member, | will serve as a goodwill Ambassa- ignitionspark1@gmail.com

dor for the American Business Women’s Association.

. o Elaine Study
e As an ABWA member, | will adhere to the Association’s Newsletter Editor

Bylaws and comply with the Association’s Brand Guide-

lines. studyelaine@yahoo.com

e As an ABWA member, | will not use my personal power or

influence to advance my own business or personal inter- ®
ests.
AMERICAN BUSINESS WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION
e As an ABWA member, | will not allow my actions, personal Raintree Chapter
beliefs or convictions to alienate sponsors, members or Visit us online at
prospective members at any level of the ABWA organiza- http://abwa-raintree.com

tion (local, regional or national).

e As an ABWA member, | will always treat members, the AB\I;\I/T u; O,n Faccca:t;]ook at
ABWA National Team, guests, vendors and sponsors with —Raintree Chapter
dignity and respect.
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